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Before & After  
Prevailing Hereditary Diseases  
By Sophia H. Lewis “Nana”  
 
By the grace of our faith, we as grandpar-
ents expect the new births of our continu-
ous blood lines of generations to be unin-
terrupted without ever having to face com-
plications. I beg to differ. My grandson, 
Grayson, was born a beautiful baby boy. 
Then a few short weeks later, a severe 
medical condition called Cardiomyopathy 
drastically affected my grandson’s life and 
then God performed His miracles and 
blessings. 
 
Grayson had no prior signs or symptoms 
that indicated he was about to become 
gravely ill. There was no way for him to 
alert his parents that his tiny body was 
soon about to endure the fight of his life. 
Late one night in August, Grayson started 
with a grunting breathing sound. I said to 
my daughter, a first-time mother, 
“Grayson’s breathing sounds a bit unu-
sual. “  She immediately called the pediatri-
cian and he suggested taking him to the 
nearest emergency room.  
 
As the family sat and waited, the last thing 
to ever cross our minds was for my daugh-
ter to come out to the waiting room of the 
ER to announce to us that Grayson needed 
intubation ASAP! I gasped for air. Every 
second became valuable just like that. 
Once he was placed on the respirator, his 
status changed drastically. His blood pres-
sure skyrocketed, glucose levels plummet-
ed, and his heart was being challenged.   
 
Emergency transport was arranged to 
move him to another hospital, over 60 plus 
miles from his hometown. The ambulance 
not only raced against time but also against 
the heavy rainy weather which ruled out 
any chance that he could be air lifted to the 
much-needed children’s hospital. As my 
daughter rode in the ambulance with her 
extremely sick child, her husband and the 
rest of us drove through the rainy night on 
the dark country Carolina roads. You best 
believe prayers were expressed with each 
passing mile.  
 
Now my grandson, Grayson, was in the 

care and hands of the doctors and nurses 
who specialized in newborn serious health 
conditions. All sorts of tests were done to 
rule out the various possible diagnosis. 
Before we looked up, days had passed by 
and Grayson’s condition began to go down-
hill steadily. Once he was diagnosed with 
cardiomyopathy, a whole new set of chal-
lenges hit his tiny body.  
 
It was touch and go as they attempted to 
get him off the breathing tube. I recall one 
doctor saying, “we will have to listen to 
Grayson to tell his story rather than try 
to write one for him” I realized at that 
point, it was going to take a miracle for 
Grayson. 
 

He endured seizures, a stroke, a bleeding 
blood clot in the brain and the worst, cardi-
ac arrest. The healthcare team worked 
endlessly around the clock, adjusting the 
various medications and treatments taking 
hm towards his wellness.  
 
Each day was a ray of hope for restoration. 
After a little over two months, day by day, 
the assistive devices began to disappear. 
The last item removed was the NG feeding 
tube. It had taken quite the effort for him to 
regain the ability to latch back onto breast 
feeding.  
 
Grayson was discharged on September 
15th and he is back home and settled in 
enjoying the comfort of his home with his 
mother and father. He has a lot of mainte-
nance medications but on that same note 
he has met many goals while becoming 
stronger. This has been a difficult life expe-
rience, as I watched him fight like the true 
warrior he is.  
 
We don’t know how we will turn out once 
we are born. To prevail over uncontrollable 
conditions shows that we are conquerors, 
when we expend energy fighting for our 
lives despite the hand we are dealt. My 
grandson, Grayson, is a fine example of 
strength.  
 
God held him in His arms the entire time of 
this ordeal. Maybe the only lasting outcome 
that might affect Grayson is to tire more 
quickly than others his age but that is yet to 
be seen. I say this because now as he lives 
with a minimal to mild stridor, wheezing 
sound caused by disrupted airflow, after all 
he had endured.  
 
I recognize God being present the entire 
time. One last thing, all the supportive pray-
ers have been answered. God blessed 
Grayson with miracle after miracle and we, 
his family, are forever grateful.  

Baby Grayson Finally Comes Home 

Grayson with mom Kyra 
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At the Historical Society of Frankford meeting 
on September 10th, John Hewitt, with the help 
of Bob Smiley searched and retrieved old news-
paper articles about the quarry at the intersec-
tions of Adams Avenue and Church Street.  

 
The story is how some 11 children and an adult 
lost their lives after falling into a Frankford 
bluestone quarry that later became Deni Play-
ground in about the years 1871 to 1897. 

 

Donald Clark assisted in taking pictures that 
night.  Thank you very much for your help 
Donald. Pat Smiley spoke about Keep the Faith 
in Frankford and the upcoming things going on 
and Joe Taylor from the organization talked 
about the clean up at Saint Joachim Cemetery. 

Pat also talked about Bob Smiley's book com-
ing out and his talk November 12th at the His-
torical Society of Frankford. There will be up-
dates about the book. 
 

In the absence of Jim Young, President of 
the Society, Jerry Kolankiewicz did the intro-
duction of speakers. Thank you, Jerry, and a big 
thanks to Susan Couvreur & the other board 
members who helped to make this presentation 
a good one. 
 
Coming up at the meeting on October 8th will 
be a slide show- Images From The Old Frank-
ford Camera Club  of glass slides created by the 
members of the Frankford Camera Club which 
was founded in 1889. They were based at 
Wright’s Institute which was located at Unity 
and Griscom streets.  

Frankford Quarry Mystery Unveiled 
By John Hewitt 
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Get Ready for November Elections Now! 
Try out Philadelphia's new Voting Machines  

 
Thursday, October 10th, from 10am to 6pm  

 
PA 177th Rep Joseph C Hohenstein's District Office  

4725 Richmond St, Philadelphia PA 19137 
(215) 744-2600 

jhohenstein@pahouse.net 

All the kids around 

Coach Darrion Shuford after a 

great day of football at 

the Frankford Chargers field. 

 

From Facebook  

https://www.facebook.com/darrion.shuford?__tn__=%2CdK%2AF-R&eid=ARCgDD0kIL24MQ0XJHmPTjqOLWywQvGJuqJTHmKyKj0JwVTYyRa3acJn3YPvVU5BWbfNMye0oBtfnBVJ
https://www.facebook.com/frankford.chargers?__tn__=%2CdK%2AF-R&eid=ARCixONXkJ6dj34vLq2iquzertpyxNFfyY3kkMSnJSgOAb34kYs15gO-U23rKzLMp3mENHV6k4KHgHDq
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Walter B. Rice was born on July 

19, 1942 in Frankford Hospital and 

was raised in the Tacony section of 

Philadelphia.  Ricey, as he was 

known, attended Hamilton Disston 

Elementary School and Lincoln 

High School.  

Ricey joined the Army National 

Guard and worked at different jobs 

such as Myerstone Basin Company, 

Nesbitt and worked at Frankford 

Hospital for over 20 years and re-

tired. 

 

Ricey, while serving in the National 

Guard, served on disaster duty in 

many places and some of the island 

countries.   During his service, he 

received his paratrooper wings after 

making 5 jumps while at Fort 

Bragg jump school. 

Ricey loved his job at Frankford 

Hospital and was well liked.  He 

knew just as much about hospital 

problems, you would think he was a 

doctor.  Ricey passed away on Oc-

tober of 2018 and will be missed 

very much. 

Walter B. Rice - Thank you for 

your service!!! 

Veteran of the Month—Walter B. Rice 
By Richard Johnson 
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Word of Faith Evangelistic Church 
 

Pastor Siretta Humphrey 
Bishopn Stephen Humphrey 

1400 Orthodox Street 
267-248-0017 

 

Weekly Services:   

Sundays, Praise & Worship Services 11am 

Wednesdays, Pray & Bible Study 

St. Thomas United Methodist Church 
 

4701 Tackawanna street 
Rev. Carlos M. Carrero, Sr. 

Sunday morning bible school 10 AM 
Morning worship 11 AM 

215 744-2738 

LIFE DECISIONS 

 
Is this the beginning or is this end, is this a sentimental journey or are 

we just friends. 
Should we forget about the years, and hold back the tears for the time 

that we spend together. 
Running in and out of this thing we call life, falling down a hole that is 

as black as charcoal. 
Are we lovers or are we friends, walking down this road that I think 

will lead to the end. 
One day you will step out of the darkness, and declare we're more than 

lovers and we're more than friends. 
While walking down that road, that will end. 

More than lovers always friends. 

  
By 

LENNY JAYNES 

About the Frankford Gazette 

Keep the Faith in Frankford  publishes the Frankford Gazette.  This is a print edition of some of the articles available online.   We cover the Frankford neighborhood in Philadelphia. Go to www.frankfordgazette.com 
to get full details.   

Editor: Bob Smiley; Associate Editor: Pat Smiley, Veterans Affairs: Richard W. Johnson, IT Director: Jim Smiley, Printing by Health Partners Plans.   

You can receive Frankford/Northwood news and event information by text message sent directly to your cell phone.  Text the word    JOIN    to    sms+659@telefio.com.   

Interested in writing for Frankford's community newspaper? Email contrib@frankfordgazette.com or call (215) 847-5506. Want your event on the community calendar?  Email events@frankfordgazette.com or call 

(215) 847-5506  Publication date is the 20th of each month.  Events and ads are due by the 14th. 

Distribution locations: Frankford CDC - 4667 Paul St., S&A Dry Cleaner - 4935 Frankford Ave., Rep. Dawkin's Office - 4667 Paul Street, PA Auto Insurance Outlet - 4901 Frankford Ave., Lee Brothers Deli - Harrison St. 
& Frankford Ave., Lowi’s Market - 4801 Frankford Ave., Peter Bressi N.E. Senior Center - 4744-46 Frankford Ave, Taha Barber Shop - 4665 Frankford Ave., Meadow House - 4649 Paul Street, Frankford Library - 4634 
Frankford Ave, Frankford High School, Frankford Friends School, Northwood Academy Charter School, Marshall School, Gambrel Recreation Center, McIlvain Recreation Center, Simpson Recreation Center, Boys and 
Girls Club, Great Awakenings Café - 1466 East Cheltenham Ave. Campbell AME Church 1657 Kinsey St., St. Marks Church 4442 Frankford Ave., 2nd Baptist Church 1801 Meadow St., All Star Kids Learning Factory 
4654 Frankford Ave., Sen. Tartaglione Office 1061 Bridge St., American Legion POST 224 2006 Orthodox St. 

Volunteers from the Ray of Hope in 

Overington Park this Summer. 
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Services at  
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 

4442 Frankford Ave. 

 

10:30 AM Main WORSHIP SERVICE  

Services at  
Faith Assembly of God 

1926 Margaret St 

Sunday 11 A.M.  
Wednesday 7:00 P.M. 

Tuesday-Thursday 12 Noon 

Coming Up in Frankford 

Relevance Community Church 
5185 Castor Ave. 

215-743-1828 
RelevancePhilly@gmail.com 

Sunday Contemporary Service 10 am 
Youth Ministry (1st-12th grade) 

Fridays, 6 pm—8:30 pm 
Addictions Meeting 
 Tuesdays, 7-8 pm 

Friends of Overington Park - 
Tue, October 1, 7pm, Friends 
Meeting House, 1500 Orthodox 
Street - The group maintains and 
supports Overington Park at Ortho-
dox and Leiper Streets. This park 
has been resurrected and now hosts 
events almost every month of the 
year but it can't do it without your 
active participation. New members 
needed. Join us the first Tuesday of 
the month. We meet In the Park 
from May to September. 
 
Frankford Civic Association 
Meeting - Thu, October 3, 7pm, St 
Mark's Church Frankford, 4442 
Frankford Avenue 
 
Grand Army of the Republic 
Museum Open House - Sun, Oc-
tober 6, 12:00pm – 3:30pm, 4278 
Griscom Street - Presentation at 
1:30 PM: – Peter Miele, Curator 
Seminary Ridge Museum 
 
Historical Society of Frankford - 
Tue, October 8, 7:30pm, Historical 
Society of Frankford, 1507 Ortho-
dox Street - Slide Show- Images 
From The Old Frankford Camera 
Club The October lecture will be a 
slide show of glass slides created 
by the members of the Frankford 
Camera Club which was founded 
in 1889. They were based in the 
Wright’s Institute that was located 
at Unity and Griscom streets. 
 
Neighborhood Advisory Com-
mittee Meeting - Thu, October 10, 
7pm, Second Baptist Church of 
Frankford, 1801 Meadow Street 
 
Operation Warm Coat Giveaway 
- Friday, Oct 11, Frankford Li-
brary, 4634 Frankford Avenue -  
Children can get a brand new free 
winter coat and a book but you 

must register in advance. Contact 
Ms. LaBae at 215-685-1473 by 
October 11th. Coats will be distrib-
uted on November 7th between 
2:30 and 5:30 at the Library. 
 
Recovery Café - Fri, October 11, 
7pm – 9pm, St Mark's Church 
Frankford, 4442 Frankford Avenue 
- Every 2nd Fri of every month. St 
Mark's Church, Frankford hosts a 
Recovery Cafe. This Coffeehouse 
Event to celebrate and encourage 
those in recovery as well as those 
who support them. This free event 
is complete with live music, des-
sert fare, and positive uplifting 
fellowship. [Doors open at 6:30] 
 
Northwood Civic Association 
Meeting - Tue, October 15, 7pm, 
Simpson. Recreation Center, 1010 
Arrott Street 
 
15th Police District PSA1 Meet-
ing - Thu, October 17, 7pm, Jeffer-
son Frankford Hospital, 4900 
Frankford Avenue 
 
3rd Annual Frankford High 
School 5k - Sat, October 19, 9am – 
10am, Frankford High School 5000 
Oxford Avenue 
 
Fall Festival - Sat, October 19, 10 
am – 1 pm, String Theory School 
Large Street & Dyre Street 
 
Northwood's 1st Annual Fall 
Festival - Sat, October 26, 11am – 
7pm, 4700 Northwood Street - 
Food, games, prizes, trunk or Treat 
 
Police District Advisory Commu-
nity Meeting - Mon, October 28, 
7pm, 2900 St Vincent Street 
 

Campbell AME Church    
1657 Kinsey Street 

Church Office: 215-288-2748  
Email: campbella.m.e.frankford@gmail.com 

Frankford Library 
School Age 
 
Preschool Storytime 
Every 1st Tuesday of the month at 11:00 a.m. 
Oct 1,8,15,22,29, Nov 5,12,19,26, Dec 3,10,17,24,31 
 
PJ Storytime 
Ages 3-6 (older and younger siblings are welcome) 
Bring your stuffed animals or blanket and listen to a book before bed 
Every 1st Wednesday of the month at 6p-6:45p. 
Oct 2,9,16,30, Nov 6,13,20, Dec 4,11,18 
 
Saturday Morning Cartoon Storytime and Movie with Morris Mon-
ster 
Ages 3-6 (older and younger siblings are welcome). 
Enjoy silly stories and cereal before getting your Saturday started. 
Select Saturdays. Starting at 11am. 
Oct 5,19 Nov 2,16, Dec 14 
 

Adults/Teens 
 
Teen Third Thursdays 
Come have fun doing various activities and games. Teens Only 
Every 3rd Thursday of the month at 4:30pm. 
Oct 17, Nov 21, Dec 19 
 
FRK Fitness 
Get fit and have fun with Frankford Staff. Adults and teens welcome. 
Every 3rd Monday. 5:30p-6:30p 
Oct 21, Nov 18, Dec 16 
 
Computer Assistance w/DRS 
Resume Help: Oct 1, Nov 5, Dec 3 (1st Tues) 12p-1p 
Job search/Apps: Oct 8, Nov 12, Dec 10 (2nd Tues) 12p-1p 
E-Gadget Help: Oct 15, Nov 19, Dec 17 (3rd Tues) 12p-1p 
Internet/Email: Oct 22, Nov 26, Dec 24 (4th Tues) 12p-1p 
 
Laptop Open Lab w/DRS 
Use laptops for an extended period with assistance from DRS. 
Select Fridays. 12p-2p. 
Oct 25, Nov 8, 22, Dec 6 
 
Intro to PowerPoint 
Learn an introduction to PowerPoint with instruction from DRS. 
Saturday, Nov 9. 12p-2p 

Northeast Baptist Church 

4744 Tackawanna Street 

Service at 11:00 AM Sunday 

Padre Pio Prayer Center 
 

Chapel corner of Griscom and Church Sts. 
Mass 730 AM Tues, Wed, Thurs 

Mass: 700 PM Monday and Wednesday 
Mass: Saturday 800 AM (Spanish) 

 
Chapel open for private prayer Monday 

through Friday from 7 to 9 PM 
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