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July 12, 2010
The Honorable Edward G. Rendell
225 Main Capitol Building
Harrisburg, PA 17120
Dear Governor Rendell:

Thank you for your recent support of House Bill 2291.  As a resident of the community served by Aria Health, I respectfully request that you strongly consider appropriating $4.8 million of the funds included in HB 2291 to Aria for the much needed expansion of its Frankford Campus Emergency Department in Northeast Philadelphia.

In 2009, Aria’s Frankford Campus had 70,000 patient visits.  The American Hospital Association (AHA) cites that as emergency department visits are on the rise, the number of hospitals providing emergency care has declined.  This trend is being reflected locally as the Frankford community has experienced the closure of five (5) local hospitals in recent years.  This includes the closure of Northeastern Hospital in 2009, which resulted in a 30 percent increase in patient volume at Aria’s Frankford Campus Emergency Department.  As a result, Aria’s Frankford Campus is now the last remaining hospital with an Emergency Department serving a community with a total population of 425,000.  
.  

The $4.8 million made possible through HB 2291 will allow Aria to expand its Frankford Campus Emergency Department and comfortably accommodate a growing patient population, while also continuing to deliver emergent and life-saving care to the critically ill.  
Once again, thank you for your continued support of Aria Health and the provision of vital emergency medicine services in the Frankford community.

Sincerely, 

