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Frankford Boys and Girls Club

By Bob Smiley

I met with Ninette Cooper, director
of the Northeast Frankford Boys and
Girls Club today to talk about the
club and her job. | got there early
and walked about taking some pic-
tures. For those who have not been
to the the club building, it is housed
in the former William W. Axe school
(1709 Kinsey Street) and it is listed
on the National Register of Historic
Places. It looks to be about 110 years
old.

Ninette Cooper

When we finally sat down, | asked
Ninette what her job was all about.
She said it is all about hope. Giving
hope and positive direction to the
350 kid who utilize the club at vari-
ous times during a typical year. Her
official title is Club Director but in

fact she is now serving as Interim
Chief Operating Officer for the Boys
and Girls Clubs of Philadelphia, so |
was lucky she could find time to talk
to me.

The club offers child care, after
school care, teen programming and
recreation. Kids can do homework,
use the computer lab, play sports or
just have a good time. The club is
open until 8Pm and midnight on Fri-
day. There are numerous programs
to encourage and facilitate education.
There are an additional 50 slots for
kids for after school care over at Sul-
livan Elementary School at 5300 Dit-
man Street.

At the EPIC Stakeholders meeting
last month there was a discussion
about the idea of getting high school
students to tour colleges. The pur-
pose is not so much to pick a college
but to get them to actually see one
first hand. The club has such a pro-
gram in place.

The club also has a Drill Team that
has performed at many events in the
neighborhood and throughout Phila-
delphia.

| asked Ninette about what the club
needs. She said she gets great sup-
port from Councilwoman Sanchez
and the state representatives. The
basics are covered but the building is
old and there are some capital im-
provements that have to be put on
hold until the economy makes a turn
around. She says she has a tremen-
dous staff who every day go about the
business of saving lives. The club can
be that important in the life of some
of these kids.

Basketball Court

You can read all about the programs
at the club website www.bgcphila.org
You can call 215743-7515 or better
yet, stop by and say hello. They will
be happy to talk to you and your
child.
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Better Know a Frankford Business: Just Good Scents

By The Frankford Community Development Corporation

We bet youbve pass
4663 Frankford Avenue a million
times, but that shop is home to a lot
more than good, home cooked food.
Nafisah Lewis, owner and chef, is
quite the entrepreneur: she caters
and sews, but most importantly she is
a world class candle maker. She start-
ed making candles five years ago, af-
ter she and her sisterin-law attended
a flea market and struck up a conver-
sation with a woman selling her own
home made <candl es.
Nafisah thought. Her first forays in to
candle making were, in her own
words, a disaster, but she soon mas-
tered the science and art of the cratft.

Today, Nafisah makes candles of all
scents, colors and sizes for as low as

Nafisah Lewis

cranberry. But if her standard candles

are not what youb
woik lwith ¢yau o crelate a $cént tg gald
your own. As she

about making candles is the response
| get from my customers, seeing them
smil e and hearing

r

p

t Nafisah has lived in Frankford for

thirty years, and she and her husband
opened Irgaa Cafe thirteen years ago.
She loves the restaurant, but loves
being busy and multi-tasking even
mor e. Sheds al ways
upon her business efforts, and satisfy
her increasingly large customer base.

So stop i n
through Thursday from 8:00a to
5:00p, and from 8:30a to 6:00p on
%ridays? act)né éart]ugdays),oe%t’somse hofe
Nafisahobés famous b
Lélr'%d SthenI atsk' her Qovr\{]%l% tyou Ia blde-O
berry pancake scented candle! We
guarantee she can do it. Or, if you

tchergts?n)éjkeop Ru[o

; an L
candles are Just tRhg Pstas oo ald héek oul’ "

you know you have a good product.

her new website,

es ar e better

Candl e svwwg.justgoodscents.webs.com

five dollars. Scents include fruit slice, I ove been told my cand
than Yankee
banana nut bread, lavender, and
dvertisement

More Than Just Coffee &

Pastries

215.941.8807

www.greatawakeningscafe.com

- Though our
Coffee & Pastries Are

Worth Stopping By For

1466 East Cheltenham Ave
Philadelphia, Pa 19124

About the Frankford Gazette

This is a print edition of some of the articles available online. Go to www.frankfordgazette.com

Editor : Bob Smiley
Contributors
Print Layout : Tim Wisniewski
Printing provided by

Interested in purchasing advertising space? email ads@frankfordgazette.com
Interested in writing for Frankford's community newspaper? email contrib@frankfordgazette.com
Want your event on the community calendar? email events@frankfordgazette.com

: State Rep. Tony Payton, Jr.

WWW .FRANKFORD GAZETTE .COM

to get full details.

: Captain Frank Bachmayer, Janet Bernstein, Lyle (Corky) Larkin, Frankford CDC

or call (267) 227 -0349

or call (267) 227 -0349

or call (267) 227 -0349

Il rgaabs



THE FRANKFORD GAZETTE , DECEMBER 2, 2011

PAGE 3

Growing Up in Frankford Part 4

By Lyle (Corky) Larkin

Christmas at
Christmas was always my favorite
time of the year to go down town and
take in all the amazing sights of the
city streets dressed up in festive style,
with lights strung across Market St.
and the candle cut-outs fastened to
the street lights. There was a Santa in
front of each of the Major Depart-
ment stores ringing his Salvation

(continued from Nov 2011 issue)

Wa n sAmmy ked whilesstanding next to the

ever familiar tripod with kettle. The
most fascinating part of the trip was
t he vari ous
Dresserso created
partment stores. These artists would
create complete wonderland scenes
or have manikins so real looking that
sometime you actually had to look
twice just to make sure. Meeting un-

EPIC Stakeholders Meeting

By Bob Smiley

The EPIC meetings are always inter-
esting but this one was the best that |
have attended. There was representa-
tion from every segment of Frank-

ford which made it a very productive

gathering. Below are some of the
highlights:

91 Manny Citron made the presenta-
tion for PhillyRising. He explained
the Frankford Action plan and
made available copies for those
who had not seen it.

9 There is 311 Neighborhood Liaison
training available to Frankford res-
idents. A 311 liaison is a person
who has had training on the 311
system and has log on privileges.
That person can act as a local
neighborhood contract in resolving
311 issues. It will be held on De-
cember 5th. If you are interested
you can contact Manny at 215605-
0853.

1 He also explained the tree planting
initiative in Frankford which is
intended to replace dead or miss-
ing trees. A survey will be conduct-
ed by neighborhood groups and the
trees will be planted in the Spring.

1 Kim Washington talked about the

der the Eagle, was the accepted unof-
ficial meeting place if you got sepa-
rated from your partner while shop-

S C e n e ing. tt alveays aimsizedhnte (haw many
fpeople woala jhst ke fstandihgether® e -

around that huge gold statue of the
eagle until their partner showed up.

To be continuedé

EPIC strategic plan. We are about
half way through the fiscal year at
this point.

9 Copies of the EPIC Community
Advisory Committee by laws were
distributed

9 There will be a 2012 EPIC Mini-
Summit held at the Frankford Boys
and Girls club on April 14th.

1 A Youth Engagement Summit will
be held on November 29th.

A discussion was started about the
attendance of a police representative
at the EPIC meetings. It also came up
that the EPIC should be represented
at the PDAC (Police District Advisory
Council) meetings. One member vol-
unteered to take that assignment.
Pete Specos suggested that it might

WWW .FRANKFORD GAZETTE .COM

Northeast EPIC Stakeholders

be possible to combine the monthly
PSA meeting with the EPIC meet-
ings. Manny Citron will make contact
with the police to see if it can be
done. That would give more citizens
access directly to the police than
presently attend the PSA meetings.

Also the EPIC had on its strategic
plan for this year a college tour for
local high students. That would give
the students the opportunity to see
what college really looks like since
many of the kids have no experience
in their families with higher educa-

tion. The Frankford Boys and Girls
club runs a similar tour and plans to

combine those two efforts for next
year were suggested.

The next Northeast EPIC Stakehold-
ers meeting will be on 12/29 at 5:30
PM at Aria Health, Frankford.
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Historic Wilmot Park

By Bob Smiley

Wilmot Park saw a crush of volun-
teers Friday, November 18th from
Honeywell and Rebuilding Together
Philadelphia. Volunteers at the event
replaced backboards, built benches
for basketball spectators, planted
trees, installed a flagpole and a com-
memorative sign t
previous life as a cemetery for veter-
ans, and carried out a general clean-
up of the site.

Additionally, to further honor the
parkds history as
erans, Honeywell employees were
building a ramp at the American Le-
gion Post 224. Commanders from
Post 224 were to be on site to later in
the afternoon to raise the American
flag and direct
raising ceremony.

This is continuation of the improve-
ments which were started by a grant
from Councilwoman Sanchez office
last year for the removal of the old
playground equipment and the in-

W Honeywell |
A =

vl

t hSnchear k 6 s

stallation of new in the Spring. The
basketball league that was restarted
this year played under difficult cir-

cumstances though with the old
backboards and hoops. These im-
provements will make a big differ-

ence for the kids and neighbors using
themarkor t he parkos

Al am more than

supporters and stakeholders and
those who believed in this communi-
ty and the great people who live in

get her
the impact and benefit our revitaliza-
tion projects have on the local com-
munity; with the support and back-
ing of a company like Honeywell, we
can do even more good in the neigh-
borhoods that need it the most.

AfTodaybs event
project with Rebuilding Together
Philadelphia, although Honeywell
employees from the Fort Washington

&rankfardn @hiseproject s evideneee t facilities have been working with Re-

that hard work and dedication, while
keeping your faith in a neighbor-
hood, plays off, o
Director of Special Projects for the
office of Councilwoman Quifiones
first fl

AOur work at Wil
starting point in what we expect to be
a long and lasting partnership with
Honeywell employees at the Frank-
ford facility,o
executive director, Rebuilding To-

mo t

said

building Together Philadelphia for
several years. Since 2003, more than
s9§0s Hodegveelb mpdpeask hawes |,
dedicated 71,000 volunteer hours to
306 projects in the U.S., Canada and
aMegxico, resulting in over $8 million
in rla_,a(,rik?t kvTcquielsrepairsu gmtd morg.
than $1 million in employee dona-
tions.

Thanks to all for a job well done.
Carrie
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Mezalick Design Studio, LLC

By Bob Smiley

Two years ago | was compiling a list
of Frankford businesses with web
sites and came to the Mezalick De-
sign Studio.
bell and I hadnét
that name on the Avenue so |
thought it might have been an old
link. Last year | was meeting with
Father Steve Wetzel at St. Joachim
and the wall of the room we were in
was decorated with scenes from old
Frankford. It was really great and |

asked him where it came from. He
told me Mezalick had done it as a
custom job. So | made note that |
had to track down Mezalick.

ing Restoration

The Mezalick studio operates from a
storefront in the 4800 block of

Frankford Avenue. You would not
notice it because their business does
not walk in the door. They create
and restore church stained glass win-
dows and other stained glass art.

Your A Here

That

Mezalick

Nidia

The customer base is national in
scope you can get a feel for the com-
pany by their extensive web site.

I met Nidia Mezalick at the studio
having no idea of what | would find.
Nidia told me her story about her life
and how she became interested in
stained glass in the 90s. She met her
husband Michael who was working
in Virginia at the time and they even-
tually decided to open the business
together. They quickly established a
reputation for quality customer ser-
vice which allowed them to grow and
they had to acquire the properties in
Frankford which they now own.

The shop is a well equipped modern
stained glass studio capable of han-
dling the large windows that they are
often called upon to restore. Racks
and racks of glass line the walls in a
rainbow of colors and textures that is

impossible to describe. The majority
of the business these days is restora-
tion but you will find information

aabout the new creations that have

been executed by Mezalick on their
web site.

Their most recent project was just
shipped out last week so the shop
only had some antique lights in the
back that were being restored. That
project involved not only new glass
work but also reconstruction of dete-
riorated metal, cleaning and rewir-
ing. They will be beautiful when they
are rehung on one of the exclusive
buildings downtown.

New Stained Glass Work

You never know what gem you will
find just around the corner in Frank-

ford. Contact information for
Mezalick Design Studio is on their
web site, www.mezalick.com

Your Ad Here

ads@frankfordgazette.com

(267) 227-0349
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Your A4 Fere

(267} 227-034
ads@frankfordgazette.com

Continued on the next page
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Holiday Crime Prevention and Safety Tips

By Captain Bachmayer, 15th Police District

With the holidays approaching
quickly, Captain Francis J. Bachmay-
er and the officers of the 15th district
would like to extend our sincere
wishes for a safe & happy holiday.

Take a minute to review some holi-
day crime prevention tips.

1 When cooking for the holidays,
never leave cooking unattended

1 Always turn pot handles inward to
prevent spill injuries

1 Keep ovens clean to reduce the risk
of fire

9 Most importantly do not use the
oven to heat the house

Home Safety

1 Keep the outside of your home well
-lit with doors and windows locked

9 Check water level on your Christ-
mas tree daily to prevent drying
out which could lead to a fire haz-
ard

9 Carefully inspect lights and cords
before using them

91 Do not display gifts beneath the
tree that can be seen from windows
or doors after the holidays

9 Do not advertise gifts received by
the boxes you put out in your
weekly collection. Destroy boxes
and place them in non-clear gar-
bage bags

9 Be aware that criminals sometimes
pose as couriers delivering gifts

9 Criminals take advantage of the
generosity of people during the
holiday season by soliciting dona-
tions door to door for charitable
causes, although no charity is in-
volved. Ask for identification and
find out how donated funds will be
used, all the while keeping screen
doors locked, any questions call 911

Shopping Safety
9 Try to shop during daylight hours.

If not try to have someone shop
with you at nighttime

9 Stay alert to your surroundings.
Watch for strangers approaching
you for any reason at this time of
year -airctoinst so may
methods of distracting you with the
intention of taking money or be-
longings

1 Avoid carrying large amounts of
cash

9 Do not leave packages or valuables
on your car seats. Lock them in the
trunk

1 Check your vehicle before getting
into it for suspicious people hiding
near or in it

9 Never leave your car unoccu-
pied with the motor running
or with children inside

As always if you see any suspicious
activity call 911

15th Police District PSA1 Meeting

By Bob Smiley

There were only a few people at the
PSA meeting on 11/22 but it was pro-
ductive nonetheless. Lt. Casselli and
Officer Andrews presided and gave
some updates on recent events.

The proposal to combine the PSA
meeting with the EPIC or Civic is
complicated by the fact that Lt. wants
to attend and his shift schedule does
not always allow an evening meeting
time. It was agreed though that it
would be good to experiment with it
when the schedule allows since it
would provide more residents the
opportunity to meet and talk to him.

Lt. Casselli

Complaints about the ad hoc flea
market on Torresdale Avenue caus-
ing traffic problems continue.

Officer Andrews has been working
with the owners of Elrans bar. The

WWW .FRANKFORD GAZETTE .COM

owner has been cooperative and is
working with the police in making

some management changes that
would make the bar safe and more
neighborhood friendly establish-

ment. Lt. Casselli pointed out
though that ongoing resident partici-

pation is crucial. The residents who
came out to the meeting about Elrans
two months ago are now absent. The
police will never be able to be every-
where.  Resident participation is
needed.

The next PSA1 meeting is scheduled
for December 21st at Aria Health,
Frankford.

t

r
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Philly Cares Day in Frankford

By Janet Bernstein

The photos show MOST of the large
crew of volunteers that came out for
Philly Cares Day on October 22nd at
the Hedge & Orthodox park.

There was a group of students from
Ursinus College, one student from
Franklin Towne Mastery Charter
School, a group of young women
from a NE Philly mentoring program

(that is all they would tell us!), a Bar
Mitzvah candidate with his parents

and little sister and a group of unaf-
filiated adults that found us thru the
Philly Cares Day program, along with
members of Frankford Garden Club
and the Frankford Parks Group.
Even the Sanitation workers dove in
and lent a hand!

Thanks to everyone, we got a lot
done, removing the overgrown trum-
pet vines that were covering the Mu-
ral, clearing the wrought iron fence

Frankfor dos

By Bob Smiley

This just might be the oldest house in
Philadelphia and it sits at 1548 Ad-
ams Avenue in Frankford. See some
of the history of the house below:

9 2 story Stone rubble (Frankford
Creek stone) house

9 300 Sq perch propertyi 1712

9 10 Apr 1718 John Worrell, maltster

Hi

and George Winter, yeoman ( Phila 1548 Adams Avenue

Deed book,V4 book F p 425)

9 House built somewhere between
1712 and 1718

13 AUG 1728 owned by Paul
Willmerton and his wife Catherine
to Isaac Leech (Phila. deed book 7
vol 4 pg 423)

9 1744 lIsaac Leech willed to Isaac
Leech (son) and wife Sarah

1 1785 Isaac Leech and wife Sarah
to John Diehl

You can see by the sign that this
property is in danger. The Historical
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st oric

of vines and weeds, and pulling
weeds out of the curbs and cracks.

Keep an eye on Hedge & Orthodox,
we arendét done
ing to remove 2 dead trees, and take
measures that will prevent those
huge Burdock plants from coming
back next Spring.

THANKS AGAIN!

Society of
Historic Property Committee has the
intention to not only serve as a watch
dog group for historic properties, but
also to identify properties that could

be nominated for the Phila. or Na-
tional Register. The committee is in
the process of documenting the exist-
ing properties of Frankford and tak-

ing photos. A brochure will be done
with the help from Preservation Alli-

ance (a grant) with some of the prop-
erties .

Frankfordos
tense and fascinating history!!! And
we still have buildings to prove it.

yet!
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