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Mayor Nutter and Managing Director Negrin visited 
Frankford on Friday January 6th to cut the ribbon on the 
new community computer center at the office of the 
Frankford CDC at Griscom and Harrison Streets.  This 
was the culmination of a PhillyRising project which began 
last year by listing the needs of the community based on 
meetings with residents. 

The majority of the residents of Frankford do not have 
internet access.  The Free Library Branch does offer some 
service which is very well utilized all day long by students 
and others but those facilities cannot come close to meet-
ing the demand.  The new computer center will help to 
close the gap. 

There are 9 workstations (donated by the Temple Univer-
sity Computer  Recycling Center) now available on the 
second floor with some peripherals.  A schedule of hours 
the center will be open has yet to be established but will be 
posted shortly by the CDC.  In addition, there will be spe-
cific events scheduled for the public to come in for help 
with things like tax preparation and college financial aid. 
The first of those events will be held on Sunday, February 
26th, from 12:00n to 5:00p.  Experts will  be on hand to 
help students and parents fill out the necessary forms to 
take advantage of government grants for college students, 
which includes filling out tax returns. Contact the CDC at 

215-743-6580 to register for  the event for free. You will 
need to bring certain documents to complete the financial 
aid applications, including: social security card, any W-2s 
or 1099s, bank account and routing numbers, valid pho-
to ID and driver's license number (if applicable), and copy 
of parents' 2011 tax return (if student is under 24 years of 
age). Bilingual  services will be available.  

By Bob Smiley 

I note with regret the passing of the Frankford Special Ser-
vices District.   The legislation that created the FSSD had a 
sunset provision which meant that it had to be renewed by 
City Council to continue beyond the end of 2011 and that 
did not happen. 

Tim Wisniewski, the FSSD Executive Director,  has moved 
on to the Philadelphia Managing Directorôs office.  The 
folks who worked on the street for the FSSD have, we 
hope, found other employment.   Their loss will be the 
most visible since they did contribute significantly toward 
a cleaner and safer business corridor. 

 

By Bob Smiley 

Sun Has Set on the Frankford Special Services District 

Community Computer Center Opens in Frankford  

Photo courtesy of FSSD 

http://www.temple.edu/cs/crc/
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Frankford High School JROTC Happenings for January 2012 

The color guard attended the 26th An-
nual Martin Luther King breakfast cel-
ebration at Sankofa Freedom Charter 
School on January 26th. 

On January 29th, the Pioneer Battalion 
hosted a fundraiser at the Applebeeôs 
located on Castor and Aramingo. It 
was an ñAll-you-can-eatò breakfast. I 
am glad to say it was a huge success! 
We raised over $600. The money will 
be used to fund various JROTC events.  

Color Guard at MLK Breakfast Applebees Fundraiser 

by 1st Lt. Lee Nguyen  

Better Know a Frankford Business: Gilôs Upholstery! 
by Frankford Community Development Corporation   

Frankford, as we all know, is much 
more than meets the eye. One of the 
many special shops right here in our 
business district is Gilbertôs Uphol-
stery, 4529 Frankford Avenue. They 
not only reupholster furniture, but 
have a large collection of antiques and 
a warehouse full of sofas, chairs, and 
more right behind their shop.  

Though the shop is currently run by Gil 
Pons and his brother, Rick, their fa-
ther, Gilbert Pons Sr., started the busi-
ness in 1970, a year after he moved to 
the United States from Santiago, Cuba. 
Gilbert was nine years old when his 
family moved to Philadelphia, and he 
and Rick would head to their dadôs 
shop after school each day to learn the 
family trade.  

Gil and Rick took over the shop in 1982 
and their father officially retired in 
1998. Both brothers love the uphol-

stery business for a variety of reasons. 
But most importantly, satisfying their 
clients is what gets them out of bed 
each morning. They consider their 
store a specialty shop and work to en-
sure they return each piece to their 
customersô exact taste. Gil also enjoys 
the challenges involved in his work: 
each piece has its difficulties and sur-
prises, and he loves working with his 
brother to figure out how to overcome 
those obstacles and give their clients 
the best possible product. Recently, Gil 
and Rick have become a part of the 
nation -wide ñgreenò trend. For two 
years they have been using sustainable 
materials and practices, and they are 
even a distribution point for GRID 
Magazine, Philadelphiaôs premier mag-
azine dedicated to issues surrounding 
environmental sustainability.  

Thatôs not all, either. Gil is working to 
take his store online! Friend him on his 
new Facebook page ï search for Gilôs 

A n t i q u e s  ï a n d  v i s i t 
www.gilbertsantiquegallery.com. You 
can always do things the old fashioned 

way and call the shop at 215.744.5385. 
Maybe one day theyôll be on Twitter, 
too! 

But donôt just follow Gilbertôs Uphol-

stery online. Stop by the shop and 

meet Gil and Rick for yourselves. We 

know youôll love their gallery of an-

tiques as well as their workshop. 
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Brightside Academy Hosts ñMeet Your Legislatorsò Event for Parents and Students! 

Our local Brightside Academy, locat-
ed at 1627-29 Meadow Street, hosted 
a ñMeet Your Legislatorsò event on 
Friday, 1/13/12, to bring our local 
legislators, parents and students to-
gether. Part of the program included 
a photo display of studentsô concerns 
about our community. The students 
had been given disposable cameras 
to capture and record what they 
would like to change about Frank-
ford. Students also prepared ques-
tions to present to the legislators. As 
I looked at the photo display, there 
were pictures of littered streets and 
abandoned buildings. We, too, share 
these young citizensô con-
cerns. Parents gathered in the meet-
ing room of Brightside 
Academy, munching on 
provided snacks, to await 
the arrival of the legisla-
tors. 

This was our first visit to 
Brightside Academy and 
we were warmly greeted 
and impressed with the 
brightly painted and deco-
rated classrooms. This 
Brightside Academy is one 
of 30 academies in the city 
according to Davida Garr, 
Community Affairs Spe-
cialist. Brightside Acade-

my is a part of many of our city 
neighborhoods and are reaching out 
to connect with their families and 
support the local communities. Early 
education and care are provided for 
children aged 6 weeks ï 12 years. 
Academies are open year-round from 
6 AM until 6 PM (may vary slightly 
by location).  Juana Ramos, Area 
Business Director, explained that 
Brightside Academy opened in 1999 
at this location. The name ñAcademyò 
is very important to staff as they pro-
vide an educational environment, 
work to enhance their own qualifica-
tions through staff development and 
work to reach higher levels in the 
Keystone Stars program. Keystone 

Stars is a PA Early Learning initiative 
that gives accreditation to day-care 
centers based on the highest perfor-
mance level they achieve ï Star 1 
through Star 4. 

I had a chance to speak with parents 
who are unanimously very pleased 
with this facility. They feel staff are 
pleasant, there is a family atmos-
phere and they recommended them 
highly. One mother has had three 
children in Brightside Academy and 
the oldest is now 11. We visited a 
class where a student was celebrating 
an 8th birthday and cupcakes had 
been shared! 

State Representative Tony Payton 
arrived, as did City Councilwoman 
Maria Quinones-Sanchez. Unfortu-
nately, State Senator Christine Tarta-
glione had a previous commitment. 
Students welcomed them and intro-
duced themselves asking questions 
about litter, jobs and money for edu-
cation. These future voters did them-
selves proud! 

The Northeast EARN Center (located 
on Frankford Avenue) had represent-
atives and a table of information at 
the event. This agency provides sup-
port for those transitioning from wel-
fare to work in northeast Philadelph-
ia. You must be referred to them by 
your caseworker if you are receiving 
assistance from the Department of 
Public Welfare. If you have any ques-
tions or think you might be eligible, 

talk to your caseworker. 

For more information, visit 

their website at Brightside 

A c a d e m y o r  c a l l 

2 1 5 . 2 8 9 . 0 6 4  o r 

877.868.2273. Kudos to all 

those involved in this 

event! Our Frankford com-

munity is the better for 

them!  

By Pat Smiley 

Tony Payton and Maria Quinones-Sanchez chat with a family  

http://www.brightsideacademy.com/
http://www.pakeys.org/pages/get.aspx?page=Programs_STARS
http://www.pakeys.org/pages/get.aspx?page=Programs_STARS
http://www.pakeys.org/pages/get.aspx?page=Programs_STARS
http://www.pahouse.com/payton/
http://www.phila.gov/citycouncil/MariaDQuinones-Sanchez.html
http://www.phila.gov/citycouncil/MariaDQuinones-Sanchez.html
http://www.senatortartaglione.com/
http://www.senatortartaglione.com/
http://jevshumanservices.org/
http://www.dpw.state.pa.us/
http://www.dpw.state.pa.us/
http://www.brightsideacademy.com/
http://www.brightsideacademy.com/
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Northwood Civic Association Reorganizes 

The Northwood Civic meeting on 
Tuesday, January 17th had about 20 
people attending.  The board is con-
tinuing to organize itself with the 
new officers coming in.  President 
Joe Krause led the meeting. 

Frank Bennett, Vice President said 
the board is looking toward organiz-
ing committees within the civic to 

deal with specific issues.  The com-
mittees will be initiated by member 
interest and willingness to organize 
one.  Examples might be neighbor-
hood cleanup, town watch, vacant 
property, welcome to the neighbor-
hood etc.  If you are interested in 
organizing a committee, come to the 
next civic meeting and talk to a board 
member. 

Tom McAvoy had previously volun-
teered to serve as Treasurer and his 
offer was accepted.  Walt Melbourne 
has volunteered to serve as Secretary. 

Joe Menkevich, raised the issue of 
transparency and the board respond-
ed that although they are in the be-
ginning of the process, they fully in-
tend to be completely transparent in 
their activities.   Future meetings will 
include a treasurerôs report and 
minutes of the last meeting.  They 
also indicated that proper procedure 
will be followed for speakers to be 
recognized by whoever is conducting 
the meeting for asking questions or 

making comments. 

Jason Dawkins, representing Coun-
cilwoman Maria Quinones -Sanchez 
spoke about the recent redistricting 

exercise which resulted in the change 
of representation in City Council of 
Northwood from Darrell Clarke to 
Ms. Sanchez. 

Jason also noted that the former 
Central United Methodist Church  
building will in all likelihood be de-
molished, possibly as early as this 
week. 

Edgardo Gonzalez, Legislative Assis-
tant to State Representative Tony 
Payton spoke about the fate of the 
shuttered former Frankford Commu-
nity Y.  He said there is interest in 
the property by The Center for Urban 
Theological Studies which is present-
ly located in Hunting Park.   They are 
still in the process of making a deci-
sion but there is hope that the deal 
might go through.  

The next meeting of the Northwood 

Civic Association will be held on Feb-

ruary 21st at Saint James Lutheran 

Church at Castor Avenue and Pratt 

Street. 

By Bob Smiley 

Frank Bennett  

Jason Dawkins 

http://frankfordgazette.com/2011/08/16/former-central-united-methodist-church-wall-falls/
http://www.cuts.edu/
http://www.cuts.edu/
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Burglary Alert from the Philadelphia Police Department  
By Captain Frank Bachmayer 

The 15th District would like to alert you to the increase in Residential Burglaries in your area. We want to make sure you 
are taking precautions to ensure that you and your family remain safe. As always, and this may sound repetitive, you 
must always make sure your home is secure when you leave it and while you are in it. If you see anyone or anything sus-
picious call 911. If you have any information you would like to share, you can reach us at 215 686-3150 or 686-3151. You 
can do so anonymously and we will be most grateful. 

If you would like to talk to our Crime Prevention Officer you can reach Police Officer Jennifer Coco at extension #5501 at 

either 215 685-8698 or e-mail: police.tlo_15@phila.gov 

Mural Arts Project Reaches Milestone 
By Bob Smiley 

Cesar Viveros and Netanel Portier were 

at the Historical Society of Frankford 

on Sunday, the 29th, for the last group 

of video interviews of Frankford resi-

dents.  They have now completed over 

forty sit -down interviews with people 

from every area of Frankford express-

ing their feelings, hopes, dreams, 

memories, aspirations and desires of 

and for Frankford.   They have done a 

fantastic job in reaching out to as many 

people as they could because they want 

our input into this project.  

The interviews are source material for 
the artistic vision of Cesar as he begins 
to compile what will make up the eight 
murals that will line the Frankford Av-
enue corridor.  The interviews will be 
edited and produced  into a single vid-
eo which will debut at the Historical 
Society on a date to be an-
nounced.  The videos will also become 
available on a YouTube page about the 
same time. 

Weôll be following along with the pro-
ject as it moves into the actual produc-
tion of the murals and hope to docu-
ment the process as it moves 

along. Coincidentally the murals 
should be finished by the time we cele-
brate the 90th anniversary of the open-
ing of the Frankford El this November.  

Cesar Viveros interviews Sophia Lewis 

Local Authors to Appear at the Free Library 

Meet the Authors éCJ and Chafik Waddy, local creators of ñU Noo Tito, Boy Hero, says No to 

Strangersò will share their story at the Frankford Branch of the Free Library, 4634 Frankford Ave-

nue on Wednesday, February 15, 2012 at 4:00 pm.  The father-son author-illustrator team from the 

Frankford section of the city will appear in costumed character. Children and their grown -ups are 

invited to participate in a read -aloud session.  The event is free and open to the public. Copies of 

the book will be available for purchase and autographing.  Call 215-685-1473 for more information.  

mailto:police.tlo_15@phila.gov
http://www.philly.com/philly/news/special_packages/20101129_Snapshot_of_a_poor_district_in_Philadelphia.html
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26th Annual Dr. Martin Luther King Breakfast Celebration  
By Bob Smiley 

As there is no freedom without justice, we marked Monday, 

January 16th,  with the celebration of a man who worked 

for justice for all.   I could not stay for the entire event 

which was held at the Sankofa Freedom Academy but I did 

get to catch some pictures of a congenial crowd of folks 

who came together in celebration.  The Frankford Coalition 

of Neighbors, with a long list of volunteers, put together a 

great program oriented at the youth of our community.  

Thanks to Jennifer Powell-Folks, Steve Blackburn, Frank-

ford High School ROTC, Sankofa Freedom Academy Char-

ter School, Frankford Friends School, Kenôs Restaurant 

and Catering, Janet Bernstein, Campbell AME Church and 

Dr. Ayesha Imani, Diane Blum, Marie Butler, 1Sgt. Joe 

Fraioli, Johnnie Mae Parker, Natoya Travers, Helen Wal-

ler, Connie Whitmore, Councilwoman Maria Quinones -

Sanchez, State Representative Tony Payton, Father John 

Large, Frankford Garden Club and Aria Health for a job 

well done.  

Johnnie Mae Parker and grand daughter and Bill Gambrel  

Steve Blackburn, Master of Ceremonies 
Frankford Friends School Choir  


