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By Bob Smiley 

Former Globe Dye Workers Sought for New Video  

If hearing the name ñGlobe Dye 
Worksò sends a shiver of recognition 
up your spine, Philadelphia Sculptors 
would love to hear from you. Philadel-
phia Sculptors will be producing a 
video portraying the history of Globe 
Dye Works and the role it played in 
the Frankford community. This will be 
shown  in  con junc t ion  w i t h 

òCatagenesisò, a large exhibition of 
sculptural installations to be exhibited 
on Globeôs premises on Worth Street 
during September and October 2012. 
The focus of the video will be on the 
people whose lives were affected by 
the factory. 

This will be an opportunity for former 
Globe workers, people who live(d) in 
the neighborhood and had a connec-
tion to Globe, or friends and relatives 
of Globe workers, to tell their stories 
and have their voices heard. Inter-
viewers will visit the community and 
speak with all those interested in 
sharing their experiences, stories, me-
mentos and viewpoints on camera. No 
prior experience is necessary and all 
who are interested will be inter-
viewed. Interviewing is set to begin 
immediately in order to complete the 

production before the show opens in 
September. 

The video will be shown at Globe dur-
ing the seven week run of the show 
and other venues will be sought after 
the show closes to make it available to 
a larger audience. 

Anyone who is interested in being in-

terviewed or otherwise involved in the 

project, or who has additional ques-

tions, should contact Leslie Kaufman 

at 215-413-9126 or by e-mail at 

lesliekaufman@verizon.net. For addi-

tional information about Philadelphia 

Sculptors and the upcoming exhibi-

tion, go to www.philasculptors.org . 

By Bob Smiley 

Frankford High School Junior ROTC  

One of the many bright spots that em-
anate from Frankford High School this 
year is the Junior ROTC.  I meet them 
at a lot of different community events 
lending a hand.   On December 13, 
2011, the Frankford High School 
JROTC cadets spent over three hours 
cleaning-up the Frankford High 
School campus. The cadets raked over 
38 large bags of leaves. 

Preservation Alliance Lists Frankford Y  

By Bob Smiley 

Preservation Alliance for Greater 
Philadelphia Announces 9th Annu-
al Endangered Properties List in-
cludes the former Frankford Y 
building at Leiper and Orthodox 
Streets.  You can see what they 

have to say about this historic 
building as well as see all the other 
buildings on their web site at 
http://
www.preservationalliance.com/  

mailto:lesliekaufman@verizon.net
http://www.philasculptors.org/
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Better Know a Frankford Business: S & A Cleaners  

Herb Frayer has been in Frankford all of his life. 
He was born and raised here, and twelve years 
ago he opened up his own dry cleaning business, 
S & A Cleaners, at 4935 Frankford Avenue. Herb 
does more than just dry clean, however: he 
mends and tailors clothing and sells boots and 
jewelry. He even delivers! And he always has spe-
cials and discounts if you pay in advance or work 
for the City, SEPTA, or Frankford ARIA Hospital.  

Herb started work as a presser in the late 1980s, 
and soon started his own side business. He 
would mend and press clothes for his own cus-
tomers after work, and then take the bus to deliv-
er the shirts, dresses and suits. By the late 1990s, 
he was ready to open up his own shop ï and 
what better place to do so than Frankford. 

Running his own business has its rewards and 
challenges, as Herb will tell you. He takes pride 
in his work, and loves making his customers hap-
py. For Herb, there is nothing better than having 
a customer stop back in the shop with prom or 
wedding pictures featuring happy clients wearing 
perfectly tailored clothes. And Herb can meet 
tight deadlines. He once fitted an entire wedding 
party, with eleven bridesmaids, in two weeks! 

 Stop by the shop or give Herb a call at  

(215) 744-3390. Heôs open from 8:00a to 6:00p 

Monday through Friday, and 9:00a to 5:00p on 

Saturdays. Youôll get great service and great sto-

ries about Frankfordôs history. Ask him to tell 

you about his Motherôs background ï Sarah 

Frayer was the first minority to purchase a home 

in Frankford, where she still lives today ï while 

you peruse his shop or wait for your perfectly 

pressed clothes. You wonôt be sorry you did. 

By the Frankford Community Development Corporation  

Herb Frayer 
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iPraxis Helping Northwood Charterôs Students in Science Fair 

Northwood Academy Charter School 
held itôs annual science fair Thursday 
December 22nd at itôs annex in the 
former Saint Joachimôs school at 
Penn and Church.  My father, wife 
and I stopped by to check out how 
the budding scientists were faring.  I 

met with Meagan Hopkins -Doerr, 

former Northwood Charter teacher 
and current iPraxis program director, 
who guided me through the process 
that the students would follow.   All 

students in 7th and 8th grade are 
prepped for science projects.  Those 
that were able to attain a certain level 
of preparation were moved ahead to 

the schoolôs science fair. 

Judging  for the schoolôs science fair 
was coordinated with iPraxis, a non 
profit organization whoôs focus is to 
improve science opportunities for 
underserved students.  According to 
iPraxisô website, ñscience comes to 
life for kids when they get to learn by 
seeing, hearing, feeling, and experi-
encing science inside and outside of 
their classrooms.ò 

iPraxis coordinated with the school 
to link up Ph.D. candidate scientists 
to judge the competition and then 
mentor the winning students in each 
category weekly until the region 
wide  George Washington Carver Sci-
ence Fair hosted at Temple in early 
March. 

I spoke with Cordell, an 8th grader at 

Northwood Academy, whoôs science 

fair project this year centered around 

what can make an electromagnet 

stronger.  He was excited by the op-

portunity to showcase what he 

learned and looked forward to the 

opportunity to compete.  

It was great to see the asset to the 

community that Northwood Acade-

my has become and it was the first 

time in a couple decades that I was 

back in Saint Joachimôs auditorium 

since I graduated 8th grade.  It 

seemed a lot smaller than I remem-

bered. 

By Jim Smiley 

Cordell 

Alexis 

Sean 

http://frankfordgazette.com/tag/northwood-academy-charter-school/
http://www.ipraxis.org/
http://www.temple.edu/carversciencefair/
http://www.temple.edu/carversciencefair/
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I visited the GAR Civil War Museum 
and Library on Sunday December 4th 
during their monthly public pro-
gram.  I didnôt have much time to 
spend and so I did not get my fill of 
history, music, pictures, exhibits and 
stories from Hugh Boyle and Tom 
OôToole.  I hope to do better next time.  

There are lots of reasons to go to the 
GAR.  If you have an interest in the 
Civil War as we enter the 150 anniver-
sary years of the conflict, this is a place 
to see some historic artifacts for your-
self.  The GAR was the original Civil 
War veterans organization. 

Google Old Baldy and General Meade 

and you will find a ton of hits.   Then 
troop on down to the GAR Museum 
and see what they have.  You will find 
Old Baldy himself.  

If youôve been to Washington DC and 
toured and Fordôs Theater, you know 
about the house across the street 
(Peterson boarding house) where Pres-
ident Lincoln died.  On display at the 
GAR Museum is a piece of the pillow 
case where Lincoln lay which still has 
his blood still on it.   There is a great 
display of Lincoln material on hand.  

Did you ever hear about Dr. Mary Ed-
wards and her experience in the Civil 
War. You can see her tool kit right 
there on Griscom Street.  She got the 
Congressional Medal of Honor for her 
service. 

The Ruan House itself is a historic 
gem.  It was built in 1796 and is on the 
National Register of Historic Sites.   It 
is in amazing condition and a treat to 
see. 

An unexpected highlight of my brief 
visit was the performance by the 28th 
Pennsylvania Regimental Brass 

Band.  They were doing music of the 
Civil War era and it was interesting to 
hear songs that the troops would have 
heard back in that time.     The venue at 
the museum is cozy and intimate with 

the musicians and audience in close 
proximity.   It is more like having a con-
cert in your own living room.   That is 
the best way to enjoy this music and 
the acoustics were really great. 

Put this place on your schedule.  It 

should not be missed.  Bring the 

kids.  They have parking in back. 

Grand Army of the Republic Museum and Library  

By Bob Smiley 

Hugh Boyle 

Old Baldy 

26th Annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Breakfast Celebration  

By Janet Bernstein 

Come and Join us for the 26th Annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Breakfast Celebration in Frankford, on  Monday, Jan-
uary 16th, 2012 from 9:00 am to 11:00 am  The Breakfast will be hosted by the Sankofa Freedom Academy, 4256 Paul 
Street (formerly Mater Dolorosa School, one block east of Frankford Ave) Doors will open at 8:30 am. This is a Free 

Event and Meal to All  

FOOD DRIVE SUPPORT ï Please Bring a Can for Local Food Banks 

The Breakfast Celebration is a Youth event focused around Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and the goals and aspirations of 
the Civil Rights movements with included equitable work, pay, peaceable assembly and desegregation. 

The Frankford Coalition of Neighbors is a non -profit organization working to improve relations among the diverse eco-

nomic, racial and ethnic groups in Frankford, while promoting volunteerism and community coalition building. For In-

formation or to Volunteer CONTACT: Jennifer Powell -Folks at (215) 744-9170 

http://garmuslib.org/
http://garmuslib.org/ruanhouse.htm
http://www.28thpaband.org/
http://www.28thpaband.org/
http://www.28thpaband.org/
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Frankfordôs New Computer Lab 

Mayor Nutter and Managing Director Negrin visited 
Frankford on Friday January 6th to cut the ribbon on 

the new community computer center at the office of 
the Frankford CDC at Griscom and Harrison 
Streets.  This was the culmination of a PhillyRising 
project which began last year by listing the needs of 
the community based on meetings with residents. 

The majority of the residents of Frankford do not 
have internet access.  The Free Library Branch does 

offer some service which is very well utilized all day 
long by students and others but those facilities cannot 
come close to meeting the demand.  The new comput-
er center will help to close the gap. 

There are 9 workstations (donated by the Temple 

University Computer  Recycling Center) now available 

on the second floor with some peripherals.   

Financial aid and college applications, resume build-
ing and job searches, small business startups 
(advertising, pr, business plan development, social 
networking and more), homework, online bill paying, 
and more will now be possible to a large number of 
people who were not able to access this type of facili-
ty. 

Public hours are: Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 

from 10:00a to 3:00p, and Tuesday and Thursday 

from 10:00a to 7:00p. Or you can call 215-743-6580 

to make an appointment. 

By Bob Smiley and Michelle Feldman 

http://www.temple.edu/cs/crc/

