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P.G.I. has been around for many 
years, known as Party Girls Inc. in 
the Frankford area and was most 
active in the 1990’s. They have 
always projected a positive vibe at 
all their functions and events. 
 
There are about a dozen members 
now and the group is accepting 
new applications for membership. 
The mission of the club is to give 
back to the community by helping 
to support charities and children’s 
functions that positively affect the 
area., as well as holding social 
functions and gatherings. There 
are  monthly meetings, member-
ship dues, lottery club, and birth-
day club. 
 
They love working with children 

and ran their own drill team for 

many years, the P.G.I. Blazing Hot 

Steppers. The kids trained at week-

ly drill team practice at Gambrel 

Recreation center.  

 

The team was made up of over 40 

students and it received a state 

grant for assistance. They did well, 

with help from family, coaches and 

group members and, before long, 

they were performing at block 

parties, parades and competitions 

and were selected to perform at 

gate six during a Phillies game. 

 

Some of these kids have grown up 
to become members of the P.G.I. 
Social Club. These initials P.G I. 

now stand for Proud Gorgeous and 
Independent Ladies, which is a 
nonprofit organization in the 
Frankford community. It is entirely 
self-funded with monthly member-
ship dues. The club is organized 
and run by President, Sonya Pat-
terson and Vice President, Dar-
lene Coles. 
 
In 2017, a cancer drive was held in 
honor of P.G.I. President’s Sonya 
Patterson’s mother Sandy Scott and 
other families who have experi-
enced this struggle with cancer. 
 
On October 28th American Legion 
Post 244 on Orthodox Street, pro-
vided great support by offering 
their side yard next to the Post to 
hold the 1st Cancer drive fundrais-
er.  
 
There were two baskets of cleaning 
supplies to raffle off (tickets were 
$2 each. Baskets were donated and 
made by Judy Dones, a P.G.I. 
member. There was music, food, 
and drinks free for all supporters 
and a little over $200 was raised at 
that event. 
 
Two months later, P.G.I. held their 

main event, the Cancer Drive 

Drawing to raise money for Fox 

Chase Cancer center. It was held at 

the club house on Foulkrod Street 

on January 7th.   4 prizes, all fund-

ed by P.G.I.  were awarded.  They 

raised an additional $300 at this 

event. 

 

1st Prize - 40-inch TV  

2nd Prize -  Basket of Joy  

3rd Prize – Dinner for 2 at the 

Longhorn Steak House 

4th Prize - Movie tickets for two  

 

From President Sonya Patter-
son:  “We would like to thank all 
PGI members in their efforts to 
participate and work hard for our 
Drawing. Special thanks to P.G.I. 
members: Mr. Kelly Patterson, our 
club house Manager, Richard 
Lovett, our club house DJ, Aquilla 
Patterson, our Dance coordinator, 
Tytiona Booker, our Secretary, 
Dana Maples, our Event Coordina-
tor, Angie Burton, our Club House 
Coordinator, Connie Mathews, our 
Lottery Club organizer, Gloria 
Pearson, Clubhouse Coordinator’s 
Assistant, Bi Bi Arroyo, our Safe 
Keeper of Joy, and Betty Boo, 
Birthday club organizer.” 
 
“We would also like to thank eve-
ryone who participated In Wash-
ington DC, (Keon Diggs), and 
North Philly (Albert Diggs) and 
our own Frankford communi-
ty.   We would like to give a warm 
congrats to all our winners.” 
 
Donations are still being accepted 
until March 31st. Proceeds will go 
to Fox Chase Cancer Center, 
through the American Cancer Soci-
ety. 
 
For donations or information about 

membership: contact the club by 

Email:   

PGILADIES@GMAIL.COM or 

their Facebook page at https://

www.facebook.com/pgi.pgi.904 

for an invite. 

P.G.I. Great People Doing Great Things 
By Bob Smiley 

Blazin Hot Steppers 

1st Prize – Ed Gerber PA Auto Insur. 

2nd Prize – Lynwood Budd  

3rd Prize – Prince Dixon  

P.G.I members on a trip 
4th prize—Janice Wise Diggs 

mailto:PGILADIES@GMAIL.COM
https://www.facebook.com/pgi.pgi.904
https://www.facebook.com/pgi.pgi.904
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The PSA1 meeting on January 
25th was well attended for a Winter 
meeting.  Captain Luca Lt. Gordon 
and Officer Crosson were all pre-
sent. 
 
Luca started off with a recap of 

crime stats and as we all know 

crime in Frankford was at an all 

time low in 2017 except for homi-

cide.  Homicide was a problem, not 

only in Frankford but for the entire 

city.  2018 started out with an ex-

ceptional cold period so it is no 

surprise that crime was significant-

ly down in January of this year as 

well. 

 

Captain Luca says that tips were 
very significant in the reduction of 
crime last year.  People in the 
neighborhood know what is going 
on better than anybody.  You may 
think that your information is use-
less because you don’t know eve-
rything.   

You may not know names or de-
tails but if you know something is 
going on that should not, the police 
would appreciate hearing about 
it.  Your piece of information may 

help fill in a piece of the puzzle. 
 
You can bring your information to 
the PSA meeting or DIAL – 
215.686.TIPS (8477).    

Photo/Video Tips via Email – if 
you would like to submit a tip, 
including photo or video, send an 
email 
to tips@phillypolice.com.  You can 
also go online at https://
www.phillypolice.com/forms/
submit-a-tip/. 
 
The benefit of coming to the PSA 
meeting is more than hearing about 
crime.  You get to establish a rela-
tionship with the police.  A lot of 
the business of the PSA takes place 
in private conversations after the 
meeting is over.  You can bring 
your issue directly to the people 
who can help.  Even when the issue 
does not fall into their direct juris-
diction, such as a zoning or L&I 
issue, they will often intercede for 
you to get help.  So if you have a 
problem, you want to meet these 
guys. 
 
The next PSA1 meeting will be 

held on March 22nd in Bridesburg 

at a location to be announced. 

PSA Meeting Discusses Progress on Crime Front 
By Bob Smiley 

Lt. Gordon, Pete Specos, Offiicer Crosson and Captain Luca 

mailto:tips@phillypolice.com
https://www.phillypolice.com/forms/submit-a-tip/
https://www.phillypolice.com/forms/submit-a-tip/
https://www.phillypolice.com/forms/submit-a-tip/
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Keep the Faith in Frankford  publishes the Frankford Gazette.  This is a print edition of some of the articles available online.   We cover the Frankford neighborhood in Philadelphia. Go to www.frankfordgazette.com 
to get full details.   

Editor: Bob Smiley; Associate Editor: Pat Smiley, Veterans Affairs: Richard W. Johnson, IT Director: Jim Smiley, Printing by Health Partners Plans.   

You can receive Frankford/Northwood news and event information by text message sent directly to your cell phone.  Text the word    JOIN    to    sms+659@telefio.com.   

Interested in writing for Frankford's community newspaper? Email contrib@frankfordgazette.com or call (215) 847-5506. Want your event on the community calendar?  Email events@frankfordgazette.com or call 

(215) 847-5506  Publication date is the 20th of each month.  Events and ads are due by the 14th. 

Distribution locations: Frankford CDC - 4667 Paul St., S&A Dry Cleaner - 4935 Frankford Ave., Rep. Dawkin's Office - 4667 Paul Street, PA Auto Insurance Outlet - 4901 Frankford Ave., Lee Brothers Deli - Harrison St. 
& Frankford Ave., Lowi’s Market - 4801 Frankford Ave., Peter Bressi N.E. Senior Center - 4744-46 Frankford Ave, Taha Barber Shop - 4665 Frankford Ave., Meadow House - 4649 Paul Street, Frankford Library - 4634 
Frankford Ave, Frankford High School, Frankford Friends School, Northwood Academy Charter School, Marshall School, Gambrel Recreation Center, McIlvain Recreation Center, Simpson Recreation Center, Boys and 
Girls Club, Great Awakenings Café - 1466 East Cheltenham Ave. Campbell AME Church 1657 Kinsey St., St. Marks Church 4442 Frankford Ave., 2nd Baptist Church 1801 Meadow St., All Star Kids Learning Factory 
4654 Frankford Ave., Sen. Tartaglione Office 1061 Bridge St., American Legion POST 224 2006 Orthodox St. 

About the Frankford Gazette 

Second Baptist Church of Frankford  
Rev. Darrell R. Bradsbery, Pastor  

1801 Meadow Street  
 

By Grace Alone Frankford Church 
 

Where people who come in feel ACCEPTED and are sent 
out TRANSFORMED and EQUIPPED with the life changing Gospel 

of Jesus Christ. 
 

For more information call 215-537-1263 

St. Benedict's Clothes Closet  

 

New and well used clothing to those 

in need 

 

 

St. Mark’s Church 

 4442 Frankford Avenue 

 

 

Every Saturday from 1 PM to 3 PM 

SENIORS SOUGHT TO VOLUNTEER 
WITH THE CITY OF PHILADEL-
PHIA’S FOSTER GRANDPARENT 

PROGRAM  
The Office of Civic Engagement & Volun-
teer Service (OCEVS) is recruiting low-
income seniors, ages 55+ to volunteer as a 
role model, mentor and tutor to Philadelphia 
youth in PreK through 2nd grade classrooms 
through the Foster Grandparent Program. 
Participating seniors receive a tax-free 
stipend of $159 to $424 monthly, paid 
training, transportation reimbursement 
plus sick, vacation and personal leave 
days. Foster Grandparents enrich the lives 
of children with their knowledge and com-
passion. If you are interested in giving back 
to the community and working with chil-
dren, please contact the Foster Grandparent 
Program at 215-686-8413 or 215-685-3798. 
Visit us at  
www.serve.phila.gov/foster-grandparents.  

It’s called the Pioneer Meat Factory Supermarket at 5353 Ox-

ford Avenue and they are having a soft opening.  Grand opening 

will come in a couple of weeks.  This means they are open for 

business but may not be fully stocked yet and the EBT system 

isn’t up and running either.  

 

The first thing that struck me when I went is was how clean and 
bright it is inside.  They did a lot of work on it since it was the 
auto parts store.  There is what looks like a great meat selection 
with band names of cold cuts.  The grocery and dairy area is 
well stocked.  The people are all friendly and happy to meet 
you. 
 
The best way to see what is there is to stop by.  They are open 7 

days a week from 8 AM to 8 PM.  Call 215-289-8008 for more 

information. 

Pioneer Meat Factory Supermarket—5353 Oxford Avenue 

New Food Market in Frankford 
By Bob Smiley 

Still available from the Frankford 

Gazette.  Price $10.   

Call 215-847-5506 or email 

gil@frankfordgazette.com 

http://www.serve.phila.gov/foster-grandparents
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When Dr. Michael Calderone, 
Principal of Frankford High 
School, got the call from down-
town, he only hesitated for a 
second before saying, “Yes”.   
 
The offer to establish the 
Frankford High School Avia-
tion Academy was exactly what 
he had been looking for, some-
thing new to offer non-college 
bound students since he became 
Frankford’s Principal in 2015. 
 
Frankford already hosts the 
Junior ROTC and Culinary Arts 
programs but something else 
was needed.  This group of 
students needs something to 
keep them engaged and most 
importantly to get them on 
track to well-paying careers 
after graduation. 
 
At first glance, the Aviation 
Academy seems out of place in 
a urban high school but the 
bottom line is that there is a 
growing demand for people in 
that field which includes not 
only pilots, but all the other 

related careers such as Air Traf-
fic Controllers, Mechanics, 
Flight Training, Drone Opera-
tions, Global Logistics, etc. 
 
The academic course work will 
be taught, as much as possible, 
by School District teach-
ers.  Those subjects requiring 
specialized training will be 
taught by experts.   
 
A provider is being selected to 
give flight training and any 

other instruction requiring spe-
cialized expertise.   
 
The hands-on training will be 
done at Northeast Airport as 
part of the normal school 
day.  Students will finish with a 
private pilot’s license with a 
goal of also becoming a certi-
fied flight instructor.  
 
Next year the school will be 
rebranded as the Frankford 
High School Aviation Acade-

my.  All incoming ninth graders 
will take two Introduction to 
Aviation elective courses that 
will familiarize them with the 
opportunities in the field so that 
they will be in a position to 
decide if they want to apply for 
the aviation track which begins 
in 10th grade. 
 
Applications from current 
9th graders, who have already 
applied to be admitted into the 
program, are under evaluation 
now.  The course is designed 
for 24 participants.  Those se-
lected will begin the course 
work in September. 
 
 
This is a great opportunity for 
those students who are not 
heading to college to get on 
track for good paying, high 
prestige careers in a growth 
industry. 

Fly Frankford Fly 
By Bob Smiley 

NEAR AND FAR 
 

We must ride the tide for Humanity, dig deep for sanity.  
 

No longer can we not face reality, when the nature of life is 
not a fantasy.  

 
When children are dying in buildings that they call sanctu-

aries.  
 

Politicians should hear the call of parent’s near and far.  
 

When children are dying not on the battlefield, but on 
school room floors,  

 
Someone should pick up the call, with children going to 

school to learn-not to hide.  
 

Where are our leaders?  Why can’t they hear the mother’s 
cry?  

 
“Our kids don’t go to school to hide.”  

 
 

Lenny Jaynes  
 

4th grade students from Frankford Friends School spent part 

of Valentine's Day celebrating the Frankford Pause Park, a 

project of the Frankford CDC which brings color and commu-

nal space to the neighborhood.  

They were excited to be part of the Frankford community's 

beautifying another empty lot, as they did last year with their 

own Frankford Friends School NEST on Orthodox Street.   
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There will be a Frankford NAC 
zoning meeting at Second Baptist 
Church, 1801 Meadow Street, on 
Thursday, March 8th at 6:30 pm. 
The following properties are up 

for review:  
 
4943 Penn Street– Zoned RSA-3. 

Applicant is seeking a variance for  

four units in an existing structure. 

 

2224 Orthodox Street– Zoned as 

CMX-2 Applicant is seeking a 

variance to change the usage to a 

residential single family dwelling 

with interior parking.   * ZBA 

granted in 1956 a variance for a 

single family dwelling and beer 

distributor.  

 

1540 Womrath Street– Zoned as 

RSA-5 Conversion of a single 

family dwelling into a three dwell-

ing unit.  

 

4512 Tackawanna Street– Zoned 

as RSA-5 Applicant is seeking a 

variance to change it from single 

family to duplex.  

 

4122 Kensington Avenue– Zoned 
as CMX-2 Applicant is seeking a 
variance to have welding (General 
Industrial) in Space B and an auto 
mechanic shop with spray painting 
in space A in the same building 
with existing rooming units. 
 
You must be a resident to vote.  

4943 Penn Street 

2224 Orthodox Street 

4512 Tackawanna 

Street 

1540 Womrath Street 

Zoning 
By Christine DeJesus 

School District Police Officer Denis Szychulski greets everyone who comes 

into Allen M Stearne like they are old friends  while he safeguards our most 

precious asset in Frankford, our children. 

On Monday, February 12, 2018 at 7 PM, Greater Restoration 

Worship Cathedral along with SOL Collective, Drexel Universi-

ty, Prevention Point, Angels in Motion, and St. Francis Inn all 

came together to bring awareness/education on the opioid dis-

ease that has crippled our neighborhood. The participants were 

trained on how to use Narcan and its purpose. This seminar and 

training will be ongoing.  It was a very successful event.  

Visit the Frankford Gazette  

online at www.frankfordgazette.com 

using your smartphone, tablet or 

computer to access the articles 

containing the links to  

bonus information. Try it today! 
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By Richard W. Johnson 

100 years ago, the United States was at war.  It became official on April 6th of 1917 and in June of that year young men all over 
America and Frankford began registering for the draft.  The war in Europe had been going on since 1914 and was at a stalemate.  It 
would take the entry of the United States to bring it to an end.   
 
American troops began arriving in France in June of 1917 and the first combat death was in November.  While the American partici-
pation in the war was ramping up, another  killer was emerging.  The first cases of the great flu pandemic were reported at Fort Ri-
ley, Kansas in March of 1918.  It would eventually kill 550,000 Americans, including many soldiers. 
 
Frankford sent over 2,000 into battle in 1918.  Their names are listed on the Frankford War Memorial at Frankford Stadium.   21 on 
those young men died in service and it is those young men who we honor this month.  Their stories are told in our book “Frankford 
heroes” (see page 3).   
 

Warren John Decker - killed in action on July 16, 1918 - 30 years old 

Jesse Vandergrift - died in France on August 3, 1918 - 24 years old 

William Johnson - died in France on September 7, 1918  

Thomas William Astbury Jr. - killed in action on September 18, 1918 - 31 years old 

Benneville Wellington Bertolet - killed in action on September 24, 1918 - 27 years old 

Amos Raymond Taylor - killed in action on September 26, 1918 - 21 years old 

Charles Harold Redman - killed in action on September 27, 1918 - 27 years old 

Howard B. Cantelly - died of influenza in October of 1918 - 21 years old 

Chares Francis Elliott - died of influenza in France on October 1, 1918 - 27 years old 

Joseph T. McClurg - died of influenza on October 1, 1918 - 27 years old 

Elmer J. Needham - died of disease on October 10, 1918 - 32 years old 

William Charles Peel - died of influenza October 13, 1918 - 26 years old 

Horace Givens - died of influenza on October 14, 1918 - 24 years old 

William Wilkinson Neumann - died of influenza on October 19, 1918 - 21 years old 

Joseph Alexander Coyle - died of influenza on October 28, 1918 - 25 years old 

Louis Redding - killed in action in November of 1918  

George H. Cassels - died of influenza on November 1, 1918 - 21 years old 

Edward Nelis - died of wounds in battle on November 4, 1918 - 32 years old 

Charles J. Coyle - killed in action on November 5th, 1918 - 23 years old 

Walter Carroll Brinton - died December 8, 1918 - 23 years old 

Admiral Johnson - died of influenza on May 20, 1919 - 24 years old 

Veterans of the Month 
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Services at  
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 

4442 Frankford Ave. 

8:30AM SIMPLE AND  

SHORT WORSHIP  

Sunday Morning Bible Study: 9:00am 

10:00AM Main WORSHIP SERVICE  

Services at  
Faith Assembly of God 

1926 Margaret St 

Sunday 11 A.M. and 6:30 P.M. 
Wednesday 7:00 P.M. 

Friday 7:30 P.M. 

Coming Up in Frankford 

St. James Lutheran Church 
5185 Castor Ave. 

Philadelphia, PA  19124 
215-743-1828 

www.StJamesPhilly.com 
Sunday Worship Service:  10:00am 

Friday Night Youth Ministry (4th to 12th 
Grade):  6:30pm – 8:30pm 

  

Frankford Business and Pro-
fessional Association - Tue, 
February 27, 12:00pm – 1:30pm, 
Frankford Community Develop-
ment, 4667 Paul St. - Need insur-
ance options for your business? 
Join us at our General Body 
meeting and learn about different 
insurance options for your busi-
ness, relevant community issues 
& network with business owners! 
Featured Organizations Joseph 
Covell Custom Benefit Plans 
George Wilson Total Risk Man-
agement 15th Police District 
RSVP to Ileana Garcia at 215-
743-6580 or igar-
cia.fcdc@gmail.com  
 
Frankford Civic Association 
Meeting - Thu, March 1, 7pm – 
8pm, St Mark's Church Frank-
ford, 4442 Frankford Avenue 
 
Grand Army of the Republic 
Museum Open House - Sun, 
March 4, 12:00pm – 3:30pm, 
4278 Griscom Street - Presenta-
tion at 1:30 PM:  RANDALL 
MILLER, Ph.D. - THE NORTH-
ERN HOME FRONT DURING 
THE CIVIL WAR 
 
Friends of Overington Park - 
Tue, March 6, 7pm – 8pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 1500 
Orthodox Street  - The group 
maintains and supports Overing-
ton Park at Orthodox and Leiper 
Streets. This park has been resur-
rected and now hosts events al-
most every month of the year but 
it can't do it without your active 
participation. New members 
needed. Join us the first Tuesday 
of the month. We meet In the 

Park from May to September. 
 
Neighborhood Advisory Zon-
ing Committee Meeting - Thu, 
March 8, 7pm – 8pm, 4667 Paul 
St. 
 
Historical Society of Frankford 
- Tue, March 13, 7:30pm – 
9:00pm, Historical Society of 
Frankford, 1507 Orthodox Street 
- Annual report and election of 
Board Members, a guest appear-
ance by State Representative 
Jason Dawkins to discuss how 
his office can be of service to 
HSF and the neighborhood. To 
celebrate the Philadelphia Eagles 
Super Bowl win, and to com-
memorate the original Philadel-
phia NFL franchise, the Frank-
ford Yellow Jackets, who won 
the NFL Championship in 1926, 
we will have on display our ex-
tensive collection of Yellow 
Jackets memorabilia for viewing 
and discussion.  
 
St. Patrick’s Day Celebra-
tion—Saturday, March 17, 7—
11 PM, St. Joachim Church Hall, 
1527 Church Street — Dinner 
and DJ—Tickets $25 contact Pat 
Smiley 215-520-5616—see page 
2 for details. 
 
Northwood Civic Association 
Meeting - Tue, March 20, 7pm – 
8pm, Simpson. Recreation Cen-
ter, 1010 Arrott St. 
 
15th Police District PSA1 
Meeting - Thu, March 22, 7pm – 
8pm, Bridesburg Recreation Cen-
ter, 4601 Richmond Street  
 
 

Campbell AME Church    
1657 Kinsey Street 

Church Office: 215-288-2748  
Email: campbella.m.e.frankford@gmail.com 

Winter Programming at Frankford Library from January 2018-March 2018 
  
Teen Third Thursdays 
Crafts, games and fun for Teens Only.  -  3rd Thursday of the month | 4:30 p.m.—
January 18, February 15, March 15 
  
Adult/Teen Laptop Lounge   
Brush up on your computer skills using our in-house laptops with our Digital Re-
source Specialist.  Space may be limited. 
Mondays 5:30p-6:30p - January 8, 15, 22, 29, February 5, 12, 19, 26, March 5, 12, 19, 
26 
  
Resume Open Lab 
Need help with your resume. Come to our resume open lab with extended laptop 
time.  - Thursdays 11a-1p - January 4, 11, 18, 25, February 1, 8, 15, 22, March 1, 8, 
15, 22 
 
Wii Wednesdays with Vince 
Come play your favorite Wii games with Mr. Vince.  For Teens and school-aged kids. 
 4th Wednesday of the month | 4:30 p.m. - January 24, February 28, March 28 
  
Frankford Library Minecraft Club 
Come build and play Minecraft with other kids, ages 8 to 12.  Your host will be librar-
ian Mr. Pagán.  We’ll be playing in peaceful mode only!  Call or stop by to sign up. - 
Saturdays at 2:00 p.m. - January 13, February 10, March 10 
  
Preschool Storytime with Mr. Pagán 
Preschoolers and their caregivers are welcome to come to listen to stories, do finger 
plays and sing songs with children’s librarian Mr. Pagán. - First and third Tuesdays of 
every month at 11:00 AM - January 2 and 16, February 6 and 20, March 6 and 20 
 
Frankford’s Wednesday Movie of the Month 
Come the second Wednesday of every month and watch a fun family movie hosted by 
librarian Mr. Pagán. Come one time, or all the time! - Wednesdays at 5:00 p.m., 
January 10, February 14, March 14 
  
Frankford’s Lego Playtime 
Come to build with our Lego collection along other kids ages 6 to 12.  Your host will 
be children’s librarian Mr. Pagán. Call or stop by to sign up. - Saturdays at 2:00 p.m. - 
January 27, February 24, March 24 
  
Block Building Parties 
Block Party!?  Wooden Block Party in the library. - On the first Wednesday of the 
month, join librarian Mr. Pagán to build whatever you want with our collection of 
over 2,000 blocks, signs and figures!  Children ages 4 and up are encouraged to build, 
create, and play!  Come one time, or all the time. - Wednesdays at 5:00 p.m ,  January 
3, February 7, March 7 
  
Lectura bilingüe de cuentos infantiles 
Spanish/English Bilingual Storytime  
 
For children and their parents. Read by librarian Mr. Pagán.  The third Wednesday of 
every month. Come one time, or all the time. - Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. - January 17, 
February 21, March 21 
  
Para niños y sus padres.  Leido por el bibliotecario Sr. Pagán.  El tercer miercoles de 
cada mes. Vengan una vez o todas la veces que quieran. - Miercoles a las 6:00 p.m., 
17 de enero, 21 de febrero, 21 de marzo  

http://www.StJamesPhilly.com


The Frankford Gazette - February/March 2018 

www.FrankfordGazette.com 

Page 8 

 


