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Following is from his obituary in 
full: 
 
William Forrest Gambrel better 
known as Billy, was born in the 
Frankford section of Philadelphia 
to the late William P. Gambrel and 
Ella (Forrest) Gambrel. Billy's 
siblings include Donald (Willie), 
Monica, Priscilla Manzanet (Jose), 
the late William Billy James, the 
late Tony Tollerson, and the late 
Eddie Bell. 
 
He was educated in the Philadelph-
ia Public School system, graduat-
ing from Gratz High School in 
1954. While attending Gratz High 
School, he developed his passion 
for sports which included cross 
country running and playing foot-
ball. Also, in 1954, Billy married 
the late Charlotte Brown. His chil-
dren include the late William Jr., 
the late Marcia (Yusef), the late 
Charlene, Keith, Susan, Lynda, and 
Susan A. (YC). 
 
Billy was a Mason and a man of 
many trades. As an entrepreneur, 
he owned and operated his own 
business in contracting for over 40 
years. 
 
For over 47 years, Billy was a de-
voted coach and mentor to the 
youth of the Frankford Chargers. 
Through his hard work and dedica-
tion, he provided a structured safe 
environment for thousands of at-
risk youth in a poverty-stricken 
community. His efforts trans-
formed lives and the community 
became a safer place. 
 
He was the recipient of numerous 
awards and accolades. The most 
notable of his awards was receiv-
ing the Greatest Living Philadel-
phian Award for being one of the 
75 most influential people in the 
“City of Brotherly Love.” He was 
honored by the Philadelphia Ea-
gles, the City Council of Philadel-

phia, and the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania for his community 
involvement. Fox Sports Channel 
presented a television broadcast on 
his life and work with the Frank-
ford Chargers and in the communi-
ty. Additionally, he was the first 
living African-American to have a 
recreation center, Gambrel Recrea-
tion Center and a state of the art 
renovated football field named in 
his honor. 
 
Billy believed in God, who he 
referred to as “The Boss” or “The 
Man Upstairs.” His life’s philoso-
phy was to help others and enjoy 
life. His most memorable saying 
was “It don't cost you a thing to 
smile and say hello, because it’s 
free.” 
 
He was a devoted father and friend 
and is survived by his soulmate and 
best friend, Ms. Johnnie Mae Par-
ker, who he affectionately called 
Ms. Parker. 
 
Billy also leaves behind Redell 
Forrest (Aunt), Cheri Forrest Smith 
(Aunt), four children, a host of 
grandchildren, great grandchildren, 
nieces, nephews and many more 
family members and friends. 
 
 
 

This from Art McQuade, Recre-
ation Leader at Gambrel Recrea-
tion Center: 
 
On Friday, March 4", 2016, Mr. 
Bill Gambrel passed away at the 
age of 79. 

“Mr. Bill" co-founded the Frank-
ford Chargers in 1967. What start-
ed as playing football on a dirt and 
rock field with a few local kids has 
turned into a staple of the commu-
nity, one that has served thousands 
of kids. 

Mr. Bill devoted 47 years of his 
life to the community. Eventually, 
the Whitehall Commons Play-
ground was renamed Bill Gambrel 
Recreation Center. In 2007, major 
renovations were done to the facili-
ty, including a spraypark and a 
state-of-the-art Astroturf football 
field.  

Not many playgrounds or recrea-
tion centers have been named after 
someone while they are still alive. 
This is the true testament to how 
beloved Mr. Bill was. 

On a personal note, Mr. Bill was 
one of the most genuine, selfless 
people I have ever met. He was the 
first one in my office to welcome 
me when I was assigned to Gam-
brel. He always worked harder than 
anyone, even those half his age. He 

would do anything needed without 
question, as long as it was “for the 
children”. 

I consider Mr. Bill a friend, and I 
am truly a better person for having 
known him. People like Mr. Bill 
Gambrel serve to remind us all 
how lucky we are to do what we 
do, and inspire us to make a differ-
ence in the life of someone in the 
community we serve.  
 
From Darrion Shuford, Chief of 
Staff for Rep. Jason Dawkins: 
 
Before the start of each season he’d 

walk around to every team in the 

organization and speak to them 

about life as well as football. Not 

only did he pick the trash up by 

himself, he would seed the dirt/soil 

with the hope that grass would 

grow, so that we didn’t have to 

play on broken glass and rocks.   

Mr. Bill touched many young peo-

ple’s lives as they came thru the 

Frankford Chargers Youth Organi-

zation, teaching them not only 

about sports but about life and the 

possibility of entrepreneurship and 

community involvement. This can 

be seen throughout our community 

to this day with the sights of many 

Charger Alumni that own business-

es on Frankford Avenue and 

around the community.  

In recent years he pushed to have 

the organizations name renamed to 

the Frankford Chargers Youth 

Sports and Mentoring Organization 

because we are more than just foot-

ball.  

In 2008, Mr. Bill got to witness the 
Frankford Chargers achieve the 
highest mark in youth football 
when his Midget Team won the 
Pop Warner National Champion-
ship. That game was featured on 

(Continued on page 3) 

The Frankford Community has lost a true legend  
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About the Frankford Gazette 

Civics, PSA 
 
 
 

PSA1  
We heard about the lack of police 
presence and how long it takes for 
officers to respond to 911 calls, 
fights in front of bars where pa-
trons are told to go home by the 
police but come right back or are 
there the next night again, for sure, 
and parents’ concerns walking kids 
home from school passing cars 
where the oldest and, probably, 
first business is being conducted in 
parked cars. Squatters in homes, 
illegal parking, drug dealers scur-
rying inside when police are near 
but boldly outside again once the 
coast is clear continues. Cars going 
way too fast in the neighborhoods 
and people wonder why nothing 
ever changes.  
 
These meetings can get heated and 
people want to make phone calls 
and protest and that will get atten-
tion. But does that only work for 
the short term? The attention span 
of the news media is even quicker 
than ours moving on to the next 
“big” story.  
 
So, great ideas are born and take 
shape. Let us be real – the 15th 
Police District is the largest geo-
graphically in the city and it has 
the most crime. Maybe those  two 
facts are related but either way, we 
know our problems won’t get bet-
ter left alone. What can we do to 
support the 15th Police District and 
its officers? Bill Lorch of Brides-
burg, Veronica Daniel of Frankford 
and myself, Pat Smiley, suggested 
we involve all of our stakeholders 
in a larger meeting. Let’s see if 
PSA2 and PSA3 are interested in 
working together. Let’s invite our 
community and elected officials to 
work on real strategies and solu-
tions to our problems. It seems we 
talk and tell our concerns but never 
get to real resolution. What will 
that take? All of us working togeth-
er. Before leaving, those gathered 
shared their contact information for 
future follow-up.  

 
State Representative John Taylor 
was there that night and he was 
scheduled to meet with Mayor 
Kenney on  Friday, 2/26, in the 
afternoon. We drafted a letter in 
time for him to deliver it personally 
to the Mayor. Letters were also 
written and mailed on Friday to 
State Senator Tina Tartaglione, 
State Representative Jason Daw-
kins, City Councilman Bobby 
Henon, City Councilwoman Maria 
D. Quiñones-Sanchez and Police 
Commissioner Richard Ross. 
 
We know the power of the Frank-
ford Gazette. If anyone from PSA2 
and PSA3 is reading this, please 
reach out to us. We have calls in to 
contact you. 
 
We’re convinced, like our Found-
ers’ were, that the power lies with 
the people but we must use it. Our 
power lies in our united voices. We 
will keep you posted. 
 

Frankford Civic 
 
About 20 people turned out at the 
Frankford Civic Association meet-
ing on March 3rd. 
Discussion centered on the town 
watch proposal and Stephen 
Bowne distributed a flyer that he 
proposes using in his area of 
Frankford to solicit volunteers.  In 
Frankford it would take the form of 
an Eyes and Ears activity rather 
than an active patrol.  Bowne is 
also interested in the Safe Corri-
dors program when enough people 
become active. 
 
Students from Sankofa Freedom 
Academy Charter School made a 
presentation of their research pro-
ject titled the “Triple H Effect” 
which connected Homelessness, 
Healthy Eating and Human Traf-
ficking.  Egypt Henry, Nairha Pugh
-Bell and Abdul Foster did a great 
job and answered questions from 
the group about their research. 
 
Pete Specos updated the group on 
the recent PSA1 meeting held in 

Bridesburg.  The next PSA1 meet-
ing will return to Bridesburg to 

address the issues raised for those 
residents.  It will be held on March 
24th at 7 PM at the Aria Hospital. 
 
The next Frankford Civic Associa-
tion meeting will be held on April 
7th at 7 PM at St. Marks Church at 
4442 Frankford Avenue. 
 

NAC 
 
The Frankford NAC met on March 
10th to review 5 requests for zon-
ing variances.  After a reading of 
the minutes from the previous 
meeting and a discussion of the 
code of conduct by President Doug 
Bryant, the applicants presented 
their cases. 
 
The owners of 1303 Wakeling 
Street have erected a large fence 
around their property without per-
mits and it exceeds current stand-
ards for height and visibility.  Their 
representative explained that the 
high fence was needed for security 
around the property after a burgla-

ry and other incidents of trespass-
ing.  Neighbors spoke on their 
behalf and supported the applica-
tion.  When the vote was taken, it 

was unanimously in favor of grant-
ing the variance. 
 
The owner of 5103 Duffield 
Street is applying for a variance 
for her family day care to become a 
group day care facility.  This 
would increase capacity from 6 to 
12 children.  Because she did not 
have a floor plan of the home, the 
case was continued. 
 
The owner of the car repair shop 
at 1845 Wakeling Street is re-
questing a variance that would 
allow car sales.  The vote was 3 to 
grant the variance and 2 opposed. 
 
The owner of 4954 Duffield 
Street is seeking a variance to 
legalize a gazebo already built in 
the back yard.  It exceeds size lim-
its presently allowable.  The vote 
was to support the application. 
 
An application to open a multi 
service business including check 
cashing services at 5103 Duffield 
Street was opposed by 5 neighbors 
in attendance.  At present the 
building houses a beauty sa-
lon.  Neighbors feel the presence of 
a check cashing facility would 
make it a target for robbery in a 
residential area. 
 
The NAC will forward the results 
of the voting to the Zoning Board 
of Adjustment.  The ZBA is not 
obligated to follow the NAC rec-
ommendations. 
 
The next NAC zoning meeting will 
be held at the Second Baptist 
Church at 1801 Meadow Street on 
April 14th at 7 PM. 
 

Northwood Civic 
 
The Northwood Civic Association 
met on March 15th where Michael 
Ogden, Program Director of The 
Bridge, talked about the expansion 
plans and what precipitated the 
need.  The Villa in Ambler runs a resi-
dential facility for children and adoles-
cents who have been court ordered 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Services at  
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 

4442 Frankford Ave. 

8:30AM SIMPLE AND SHORT 

WORSHIP  

Sunday Morning Bible Study: 9:00am 

10:00AM Main WORSHIP SERVICE  

11:30AM WORSHIP IN THE NEIGH-
BORHOOD  

 Wednesday 10:30AM - NOON an ecu-
menical hymn sing and sit down meal   

Services at  
Faith Assembly of God 

1926 Margaret St 

Sunday 11 A.M. and 6:30 P.M. 

Wednesday 7:00 P.M. 

Friday 7:30 P.M. 

 

Coming Up in Frankford 

Services at  
St. James Lutheran Church 

Castor Ave. at Pratt St. 
 

Sundays 
 

Contemporary Service at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Nursery and Sunday School are of-
fered for kids during service. 

  

Services at  
Second Baptist Church of 

Frankford  
Rev. Darrell R. Bradsbery, Pastor  

1801 Meadow Street  
 

Wednesday Prayer Service/Bible 
Class 7:00 PM  

Sunday School 9:30 AM  
Sunday Worship Service  10:45 

AM   
Third Sunday Baptism  

Fourth Sunday Communion 

Grand Army of the Republic Museum 
Open House - Sun, April 3, 12pm – 
5pm, e4278 Griscom Street - Presenta-
tion at 1:30 PM: G.A.R. Theme Stephen 
Smith on David Small Post 369 (Colored 
Post in York, PA) 
 
Step Into History Tour- Sun, April 3, 
12pm – 2pm, Meet at the Grand Army of 
the Republic, 4278 Griscom Street - 
Keep the Faith in Frankford presents the 
first in a series of tours of the historic 
spots in Frankford. This will feature a 
tour of the GAR museum and library 
from noon to 12:45 and then participants 
drive down to the Wilmot School on 
Meadow Street which was recently nom-
inated to be included in the Philadelphia 
Historical Commission's list of historic 
places. The tour will finish up at the 
Historical Society of Frankford for a tour 
and light refreshments. Parking available 
in St. Joachim parking lot on Griscom 
Street. Cost $20. Call Pat Smiley 215-
520-5616. 
 
Extended Time – with our Digital 
Resource Specialist - Tue, April 5, 
10am – 12pm, Frankford Branch, 4634 
Frankford Ave. - Do you need more time 
on a computer to type a paper, write e-
mails, search for and apply for jobs? Join 
us every first Tuesday for extended, two-
hour computer sessions. Our Digital 
Resource Specialist will be available at 
this time to answer your computer ques-
tions. Space will be limited. 
 

Frankford Business & Professional 

Association - Tue, April 5, 12pm – 2pm, 
Aria Health Frankford Campus, 4900 

Frankford Ave. - Speakers Include: 

Heather Hanowitz, Vice President, 
Commercial Business Market Manager  

Philadelphia Industrial Development 

Corporation  - Jonathan Snyder, Senior 

Manager, Commercial Corridor Devel-
opment City of Philadelphia, Department 

of Commerce -  

Officer Matt Crosson, Community 
Relations Officer 15th Police District  

 
Wii for kids with Vince - Wed, April 6, 
4:30pm – 5:30pm, Frankford Branch, 
4634 Frankford Ave.,- Come play your 
favorite Wii games with Mr. Vince. For 
school-aged kids. Wednesdays at 4:30 
p.m.March 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30 
 
Frankford Civic Association Meeting - 
Thu, April 7, 7pm – 8pm, St Mark's 
Church Frankford, 4442 Frankford Ave-
nue 
 

Frankford Avenue CleanSweep - Sat, 
April 9, 8:30am – 12:00pm, Frankford 
Transportation Center, SEPTA Employ-
ee Parking Lot (Pratt and Griscom 
Streets) - The CleanSweep needs your 
help. Volunteers are needed !! Registra-
tion Starts at 8:30 am Cleanup Starts at 
9:00 am.  
 

Spring Cleanup at Gambrel - Sat, April 
9, 9am – 2pm, Gambrel Playground, 
1900 Wakeling St,, - Part of the citywide 
clean up day. Call 215-685-1243 to 
register 
 
Overington Park Spring Clean Up - 
Sat, April 9, 10am – 1pm, Overington 
Park, 1300 block of Orthodox Street - 
Volunteers needed 
 

Genealogy Workshop - Sat, April 9, 
1pm – 3pm, Frankford Historical Socie-
ty, 1507 Orthodox Street, - Flag House 
DAR will do a genealogy workshop by 
Deborah Hershey, a certified genealogist 
and a DAR member, $10 per person 
 

Post 224 Meeting - Sat, April 9, 3pm – 
4pm, Lloyd C Wilson Jr American Le-
gion Post 2006 Orthodox St General 
meeting 
 
Annual Spring Tea - Sun, April 10, 
11:30am – 2:30pm, St. Joachim Church 
Hall, 1527 Church Street -Catholic 
Daughters of the Americas Court St 
Francis de Sales Annual Spring Tea. Join 
us for an afternoon of fellowship and 
music The Afternoon Menu Features 
Assorted Teas Fresh Made Scones with 
Jam, Lemon Curd & Sweet Cream Fin-
ger Sandwiches Mini Desserts & Fresh 
Fruit Please feel free to bring your own 
teapot to share your personal “tea” sto-
ries”. Share the Wealth" drawing; Tam-

bola Table and Spring Plants/Flowers 
available for purchase” Bring a canned 
good for Matthew:25 and receive an 
extra raffle ticket) St. Joachim Church 
Hall 1527 Church Street Philadelphia, 
PA 19124 ticket: $20 for adults $10 for 
children ages 12 & younger For tickets, 
call Mary Moretz at 215-850-1975 Ta-
bles of 8 available for reservation Tickets 
available until April 1st in advance only; 
No tickets available at the door. Off-
street parking available: Not handicap 
accessible.  
 

Teen Third Tuesday - Tue, April 19, 

4:30pm – 5:30pm, Frankford Branch, 

4634 Frankford Ave. - Crafts, games and 
fun for Teens Only. Snacks will be pro-

vided. 3rd Tuesday of the month | 4:30 

p.m. 

Senior Breakfast - Tue, April 26, 8am – 
10am, Aria Health, Frankford - 2nd floor 
cafeteria - Aria will provide our commu-
nity seniors with monthly, insightful tips 
and information on issues that are direct-
ly affecting you and your health. Break-
fast will be provided free of charge. To 
reserve your seat call 1-877-808-2742 
and then press 2. 
 

PSA1 Meeting - Thu, April 28, 7pm – 
8pm, Aria Hospital, 4900 Frankford Ave. 
 

Know anyone who is struggling with or 
is at risk of getting diabetes, high blood 

pressure, weight problems? 
 

A group of Doctors and Nurse Practitioners  is 
providing free community health education on 

high blood pressure and diabetes self  manage-
ment, weight loss training and  personalized 

physical exercise activities programs  at Mizpah 
Church, 4355 Paul St. 

Registration starts on Sunday March 6, 

2016, from 8:00 am to 10:00 am.  Space is 

Limited so sign up early. Text or call 215-

254-0749 for more information. 

http://www.thebridgephiladelphia.org/
http://www.thebridgephiladelphia.org/
http://www.thevillaambler.org/
http://www.mizpahsda.org/article/15/contact-us
http://www.mizpahsda.org/article/15/contact-us
tel:215-254-0749
tel:215-254-0749
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By Richard W. Johnson 

Stanley Adams was born in November 
1950 in Philadelphia. He was raised in 
a Christian family and was baptized and 
became a member of Second Baptist 
Church of Frankford.  
 
He attended M. Hall Staton grade 
school, Gillespie Junior High and Har-
ding Junior High Schools and Frank-
ford High School. While in school he 
loved outdoor sports like track and 
field.  
 
Stanley joined the military in 1959 
serving in the U.S. Marines. He was 
stationed at Parris Island, South Caroli-

na where he completed his basic train-
ing and his tour duty and was honorably 
discharged.  
 
Stanley, in civilian life, worked as a 
baker at a South Philly bakery. He then 
moved on to work at security printing 
company making ID plates and other 
types of security plates.  
 
Stanley was also a member of a Mason-
ic order which he is very proud of. 
Stanley, having military background 
and Masonic teaching, was a big help in 
becoming a Post Commander at Post 
224 in the Frankford section of North-

east Philadelphia.  
 
As Commander, he became supportive 
of various community groups such as 
the Boys and Girls Club, Post 224 Drill 
Team, the Frankford Chargers football 
team, P.A.L. and others.  
 
Stanley finished his term of duty as 
Commander of Post 224 but still is an 
active member. Stanley loves traveling, 
fishing, bowling, going to flea markets 
and TV sports.  
 
Thank you, Stanley, for your service. 

     Name                  Branch 

  

Veteran of the Month 

Stanley Adams 

*Veteran is deceased 

 Ron Borum, Army 

Richard Boston, Air Force 

William Bounds, Air Force 

Harold Bowen*, Army 

Howard Bowen, Army 

Wayne Bowen, Army 

Calvin Boyd, Air Force 

Ricky Boyd, Army 

Charles Brady, Army 

Jeffrey Brantley*, Army 

Kim Brantley, Army 

Leon   Brantley, Army 

Leonard Brantley*, Navy  

Mike Brennan*, Army 

Walter Brock*, Army 

Gloria J. Brook , Army 

Albert W. Brooks*, Army 

James Brooks, Army 

John Henry Brooks, Army 

Kenny Brooks, Army 

Robert Brown, Army 

Doug Bryant, Air Force 

Linwood Budd*, Army 

Andre Burke, Marines 

Frederick Burke*, Navy  

Kareem Burke, Navy  

Kenneth Burke, Army 

Robert Burke, Marines 

Cordell Butler, Marines 

Jessie Butler*, Army 

Harold G. (Butch) Army, * 

Jim Bynum, Army 

Louis Carleo, Air Force 

Clancey Carr Jr., Army 

Christine Carter, Navy  

Curt Carter, Navy  

Ollie Carter, Marines 

Winston Charleston, Army 

Frank Cherry, Army 

Jon   Clodfelter, Army 

     Name                  Branch 

Post 224 Meetings 

April 9, 2016 

May 14, 2016 balloting for new 

officers 

June 11, 2016 Election of new 

officers 

September 10, 2016 

 Polling Place Moved 

If you have voted at St. James Lutheran Church at Castor Avenue and Pratt Street, your polling 

place will now be the String Theory School (Edmunds) at 1197 Haworth Street  
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placement outside their natural 
home.  They are not adjudicated by the 
court but are victims of circumstances 
that require their removal.  The Villa is 
losing its home and those kids will need 
a place to go and The Bridge would like 
to provide that service.  
 
The original plan was to build extra 
space on the property but when word of 
community opposition came out, the 
plan was redone and now they want to 
use the existing capacity of the facility 
which is 51 residents, to meet the cur-
rent need.  At present The Bridge serves 
40 adjudicated boys aged 14 to 18.  The 
plan calls for a mix of 27 adjudicated 
and 24 non adjudicated.  The footprint 
of the building would not 
change.  Interior renovations would 
meet the need of the facility. 
 
At some point in the future The Bridge 
would like to revisit the expansion 
issue.  Ogden was clear in his answers 
to residents at the meeting.  Residents 
seemed satisfied with his responses and 
overall is was a positive reaction to The 
Bridge.  Except for the occasional com-
plaint about the trash accumulation on 
the Adams Avenue area, no one had 
anything negative to say about the 
facility. 
 
Other news at the meeting: 
If you have voted at St. James Lutheran 

Church at Castor Avenue and Pratt 
Street, your polling place will not be 
String Theory School (Edmunds) at 
1197 Haworth Street. 
 
Work on Castor Avenue speed control 
will begin shortly.  Study is being done 

on the situation at Adams and Adams 
and Ramona. 
 
Joe Hohenstein representing Frankford 
Friends School thanked the Civic for its 
donation for the people who were 
forced to relocate due to the fire on 
Griscom.  He said the funds are still 
being dispensed. 
 
Work is continuing on the abandoned 
houses in Northwood. 
 
The next meeting of the Northwood 
Civic Association will be on April 18th 
at 7 PM at St. James Lutheran Church. 

 

(Continued from page 2) 

ESPN2 on Christmas Day of that 
year. Pop Warner along with Com-
cast SportsNet featured Mr. Bill 
and his work with the Frankford 
Chargers and the Frankford Com-
munity.  
 
Mr. Bill and I would speak daily 
about the future of the organization 
and what his vision was for us to 
achieve that. One day while work-
ing in the office of State Rep Jason 
Dawkins, Mr. Bill called and asked 
if I could take a ride to the field 
with him because he wanted to 
give me something. I said, “Yes 
Pop’s, but we have to go on my 
lunch break. When we arrived at 
the field Mr. Bill pulled out several 
keys and said “These are for you 
Chief, now let’s walk around here 
and see where they belong. I also 
have color covers so you can tell 
them apart”.  
 
Looking back on that day, Mr. Bill 
was passing more than just the 
keys to the field to me, I believe 
that it was his way of saying 
“Chief, I TRUST that you will see 
my vision through by helping both 
this organization and our commu-
nity reach its highest potential.”   

Finally, I would like to encourage 
every reader of this publication to 
do what they can to encourage our 
children to become valuable citi-
zens in and out of our community, 
to work hard at whatever they want 
to do and or become. I would also 
encourage everyone to “Smile and 
say Hello” because its FREE! I 
LOVE YOU POP’S AKA Mr. Bill 
 
 
From the Editor 
 
He was Mr. Frankford who called 
me “young man” smiling at the 
same time.  I got to know him 
because he was always there.  
When there was an event with the 
kids involved he would be there. 
 
The only consolation to us from his 
loss is that he made the community 
a better place.  I have spoken to so 
many men who have told me he 
made a difference in their lives.   
 
Now they carry it forward, to do 
the same for others. So in a way, 
he lives on and the good that he did 
will continue on in the lives of 
those he touched. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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State Representative 
Jason Dawkins  
179th Legislative District 
  
 

District Office 
4915 Frankford Ave. Philadelphia, PA 19124 
 
 
Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.  
Friday 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
 
(215) 744-7901 
(215) 744-7902 
(215) 744-7903 
(215) 744-7906 (fax) 
 
 
Satellite Offices: 
 
Olney Free Library 
(5th St and Tabor Rd) 
5501 N. 5th Street 
Fridays 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
 
Great Awakenings Café 

Michael Anthony Thomas 

Passed away suddenly on March 1st at the age of 

42.   

His legacy created an abundance of memories to 
be cherished by his wife Kesha, children Lashan-

na and Michael II, grandson, Jerduell; parents Veronica and Greg-
ory (wife Rhada): brothers, Gregory Jr., Terrell, and Jeffrey; sister
-in-laws, Syneárra, and Letty, Mother-in-Law, Dee Sellers and a 
wealth of aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews, cousins, and friends. 

Catholic Daughters of the Americas 
Court St Francis de Sales 

Annual Spring Tea 
Sunday, April 10, 2016 11:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. (Tea Service starts at Noon) 

Join us for an afternoon of fellowship and music 
The Afternoon Menu Features 

Assorted Teas Fresh Made Scones with Jam, Lemon Curd & Sweet Cream 
Finger Sandwiches Mini Desserts & Fresh Fruit 

Please feel free to bring your own teapot to share your personal “tea” stories”. 
Share the Wealth"drawing; Tambola Table and Spring Plants/Flowers available 

for purchase” 
Bring a canned good for Matthew:25 and receive an extra raffle ticket) 
St. Joachim Church Hall 1527 Church Street Philadelphia, PA 19124 

ticket: $20 for adults $10 for children ages 12 & younger 
For tickets, call Mary Moretzatz 215-850-1975 

Tables of 8 available for reservation Tickets available until April 1st in 
advance only; No tickets available at the door. 

Off-street parking available: Not handicap accessible. 
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Joe Menkevich and Leon Brantley 

cosponsored the nomination of the 

Wilmot school for Historic designation. 

By Joe Menkevich and Bob Smiley 

In the beginning 

In 1840, Frankford was being trans-

formed from a small country village to 

an industrial center.  George Lockwood 

went door to door collecting money to 

build a school.  The Borough of Frank-

ford supplied the land by leasing part of 

the the public burial ground at Meadow 

and Mulberry Streets to them.  James C. 

Watson, Samuel Morris, William Chase 

Jr. Jeremiah Young and William Taylor 

were named trustees and soon a wood 

frame, one room schoolhouse rose on 

the site. 

In the following years, we have some 

documentation of how the school pro-

gressed.  William Coffee was the teach-

er in 1844 at an annual salary of $250 

and at that time there were 33 boys and 

15 girls enrolled. 

In 1854, Frankford became part of the 

City of Philadelphia and the school 

building became City property. The 

record shows Mr. Coffee was still 

teaching and in 1855 there was an 

enrollment of 26 boys and 14 girls.   

Twelve years later in 1862, John H. 

Davis had taken over as teacher and 

was earning $480 per year.  Enrollment 

by then had increased to 41 boys and 28 

girls. 

There is a record that in 1872 the 

school was offering night classes to 

Black men and women.  There were 77 

students enrolled.  Mr. Davis was in 

charge.   

The Wilmot School 

By 1874, it was time to replace the 

structure and the main part of the Wil-

mot School building that we see today 

was built.  It took its name from Penn-

sylvania Congressman David Wilmot.  

This building has been nominated for 

placement on the Philadelphia Register 

of Historic Places.    

In 1885 “The Wilmot (Colored)” school 

had enrolled 69 boys and 77 Girls.  It 

was said to be “well arranged” and was 

heated by stoves but the cellar was wet 

from every rain. 

By August of 1895 the school building 

had become the property of the Phila-

delphia School Board when it had to be 

closed for a period of time.  It was 

found to be settling at the corner.  Upon 

investigation, it was disclosed to be 

resting on the remains of coffins from 

the burial ground.  It became clear that 

the dead had never been removed and 

the building was built over them.  Re-

pairs were made and the building reo-

pened. 

Controversy arose in 1902 when the 

Black residents of Frankford claimed 

that the Wilmot school was uninhabita-

ble and petitioned that the schools of 

Frankford should be integrated and 

open to all races.  Their petition was 

denied by the School Board. 

Overcrowding at Wilmot became an 

issue in 1908 which caused them to rent 

the basement of the Second Baptist 

church for use as an annex, an addition 

to the Wilmot School building was 

approved by the School Board and it 

was erected at a cost was $15,573. 

In 1929 the school was abandoned by 

the School Board and the students were 

then admitted to the local Frankford 

public Schools.  However, the schools 

remained segregated. That chapter of 

Frankford came to an end. 

In June of 1944, the School Board sold 

the Wilmot School building to the John 

M. Marquess Lodge No.1017 I.B.P.O.E 

of W. of Frankford (the Elks).  Finally, 

in June of 1957 the Elks sold the build-

ing to the Second Baptist Church of 

Frankford.   

Notables connected to the Wilmot 

School 

Eugenia Marks, who was elected to be 

the janitress of the school in 1873 was 

born into slavery in 1802, as one of 

Thomas Jefferson’s slaves.  She was a 

waiting maid at Monticello and as a 

result had waited upon many distin-

guished visitors. She was present at the 

death of Jefferson and heard his last 

words.  When he died she was left a 

slave.  

She left Monticello for Washington 

D.C. to serve as a slave to Mrs. Ran-

dolph, Jefferson’s married daughter. 

There she met and married Peter Marks 

who had been the body servant to Presi-

dent James Monroe but was then living 

at the U.S. Arsenal at Washington D.C. 

with Major Albert Mordecai.  

Peter Marks purchased his wife’s free-

dom with a $250 loan from Major 

Mordecai. The Major was eventually 

transferred to the U.S. Arsenal in 

Frankford. Peter and Eugenia Marks 

came with him to the Arsenal and per-

manently settled in the Frankford.  She 

died at her home on Brown Street in 

about 1885.   

Mrs. Mary S. Chase Beckett was the 

daughter of Elias and Malvina Chase 

and was born in Holmesburg. They 

moved to Frankford where there were 

better school facilities.  She graduated 

from the Wilmot Public School and 

entered Robert Vaux School, 12th and 

Wood streets. She went on to marry the 

Rev. John Wesley Beckett, D.D., a 

widower and son-in-law of Bishop 

Jabez P. Campbell (Campbell AME 

Church namesake).  She also served 

without salary, as the corresponding 

secretary of “The Woman’s Parent Mite 

Missionary Society.”  

Gertrude E. H. Bustill (1855-1948) 

served as assistant principal of the 

Wilmot school.  She came from a fami-

ly of luminaries. She was a distin-

guished journalist, schoolteacher, wom-

an’s rights advocate and author. She 

married Nathan Francis Mossell (1856-

1946), the first African-American grad-

uate of the University of Pennsylvania 

School of Medicine. He established the 

Frederick Douglass Hospital.  

Miss Caroline R. LeCount was one of 

Philadelphia’s Black Elite.  She tested 

the 1867 law desegregating Philadel-

phia's trolleys.  The law won through 

William Still's crusade.  For nearly fifty 

years, LeCount worked at the Ohio 

Street School. During this time, she was 

also a leading advocate of African 

American teachers in the city. In Au-

gust 1891, when the city was looking 

for a new principal for the Wilmot 

Colored School in Frankford, she led 

the push for a black man to take the 

position. 

George E. (Butch) Ballard was born 

in 1918. The first five months of his life 

were spent in Camden, New Jersey but 

his parents, Asbury, and Mrs. Ada 

Ballard, both decided to move to Frank-

ford. For most of his childhood and 

teenage years, he lived at 4016 Haw-

thorne Street in Frankford. He went to 

many different schools in the area but 

first enrolled at Wilmot Elementary 

School.  When it closed in 1929 he then 

went to Henry S. Disston Elementary 

School, Harding Junior High School 

and Northeast High School. In eleventh 

grade he quit school to play drums in a 

local jazz band and went on to become 

a world renowned drummer playing 

with Count Basie and Duke Ellington 

and numerous other great jazz musi-

cians. 

Hundreds more boys and girls who 

grew up to become the men and women 

of Frankford.  The families they raised 

became the parents of the leaders in 

today's Frankford. 

Wilmot School and the Black Community of Frankford 

Mary Chase Beckett 

Mail subscriptions to the 

Gazette are now available.   

Call 267-227-0349  

for more information. 

tel:2157447901
tel:2157447902
tel:2157447903
tel:2157447906

